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IN INDIA IN 2019 



AN UNRELENTING NATIONAL CRISIS



(4)
(5)The high incidence of forced evictions and demolition of homes of lower-income, marginalized groups and 
 communities across India is extremely disconcerting, but continues to be largely undocumented, ignored in 
 policy response, and thus unaddressed. The state and several non-state actors persistently support this anti-
 people practice, which is a flagrant violation of human rights law. 


One of the reasons for the continual silence around the crisis of forced evictions is the acute paucity of official 
 data in India, which conceals the gravity of the issue. The Government of India, at the central, state, and local 
 levels, does not maintain any data on evictions and displacement. Media reporting on the issue is limited. 


Given the alarming scale and magnitude of forced evictions and the extensive suffering of affected persons, 
 the need for comprehensive and disaggregated data is urgent. Without accurate data, policy response cannot be 
 adequate. Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN) thus established the National Eviction and Displacement 
 Observatory in 2015 to document, highlight, monitor, and address the serious issue of forced evictions and 
 displacement  across  India.  Since  2017,  we  have  been  publishing  an  annual  report  on  our  findings.  In  this 
 endeavour, HLRN also relies on the inputs of partner organizations. 


We would like to express our gratitude to the following individuals for their enthusiastic support and efforts to 
 provide us with data and information for this report: Beena Jadav, Dhirendra Panda, Ranjit Sutar, Jiten Yumnam, 
 Themson Jajo, Anuradha, Srinivasu Pragada, Isaac Arul Selva, Balamma, and the team from Ghar Bachao Ghar 
 Banao Andolan. We also acknowledge the assistance of A. D. Nundiny, V. Ramachandran, A. Dilip Kumar, Sanjeev 
 Kumar, Br Varghese Theckanath, Anand Lakhan, Suvarna Damle, Mayalmit Lepcha, Mrinali Karthick, K.K. 


Chatradhara (Bhai), Ashok Pandey and Mansoor Khan. In particular, we would like to thank Miloon Kothari for 
 his consistent support.


Housing and Land Rights Network is grateful to the following organizations for their contribution:


� Affected Citizens of Teesta


�  Association of Urban and Tribal Development


� Centre for Research and Advocacy, Manipur (CRAM)


� Centre for the Sustainable Use of Natural and Social Resources (CSNR)


� Ghar Bachao Ghar Banao Andolan (GBGBA)


� Information and Resource Centre for the Deprived Urban Communities (IRCDUC)


� Land Conflict Watch


� Madhya Pradesh Navnirman Manch 


� Montfort Social Institute


�  National Hawkers Federation


� Prakriti


� Rahethan Adhikar Manch (Housing Rights and Human Rights Group)


� Shahri Gareeb Sangharsh Morcha


� Sikkim Indigenous Lepcha Tribal Association


� Slum Jagatthu



(6)justice  to  affected  persons,  while  contributing  to  the  cessation  of  the  unconstitutional  practice  of  forced 
 evictions, which results in multiple human rights violations and detrimental long-term consequences, not 
 just for affected populations but also for the entire nation. Any state that is serious about meeting its national 
 and international legal and moral commitments, must work to prevent forced evictions. During this pandemic, 
 when adequate housing has been re-emphasized as a key determinant of the rights to life and health, the need 
 for an immediate moratorium on evictions and restoration of the rights of evicted/displaced persons is all the 
 more urgent.


Shivani Chaudhry


Executive Director, Housing and Land Rights Network
New Delhi, August 2020
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(11)
S
ince  early  2020,  the  world  has  been  overcome  with  the  coronavirus  pandemic  or  COVID-19,  which  has 
 resulted in a global public health emergency as well as a major economic and social crisis. Measures to 
 contain the spread of the virus, such as harsh lockdowns, have had severe economic and human rights impacts, 
 especially on the most marginalized, in the form of loss of livelihoods, income, and education, and growing 
 hunger and impoverishment.1 In India, the over two-month complete national lockdown (25 March to 31 May 
 2020),  with  subsequent  extensions  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  has  adversely  affected  the  urban  and 
 rural poor, including daily-wage workers, homeless people, agricultural labourers, single women farmers, 
 older persons, indigenous/tribal/Adivasi communities, Dalits/Scheduled Castes, persons with disabilities, 
 transgender persons, and those living without adequate housing. 

The pandemic has exposed major gaps in social protection across the world. It has also highlighted the 
 importance of the human right to adequate housing like never before. India’s reality of about 4 million people 
 living in homelessness2 and about 75 million people living in ‘informal settlements’ in urban areas3 without 
 access to essential services, including water and sanitation, has exposed the impossibility of implementing calls 
 to practice physical distancing, and engage in frequent hand washing. A large majority of the rural population 
 also lives in inadequate housing, without access to basic facilities. 


India’s grave housing crisis has been further exacerbated by the state’s persistent practice of forced eviction 
 and home demolition of marginalized, low-income individuals, groups, and communities in both rural and 
 urban areas. This trend has continued even during the COVID-19 pandemic, as central and state government 
 authorities blatantly violated the critical call of the World Health Organization and India’s Ministry of Health 
 and Family Welfare asking people to ‘stay at home.’ Destroying homes and rendering people homeless during a 
 highly contagious virus directly increases their exposure and presents an adverse risk to their health and lives. 


Such actions constitute a violation of international and national laws and policies, and of multiple human rights 
 of affected persons. 


Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN) has consistently stood against 
 the practice of forced evictions, which are a gross violation of human 
 rights, particularly the human right to adequate housing, as asserted by 
 the United Nations (UN) human rights system on multiple occasions. 


Given the undocumented but serious crisis of evictions in India, HLRN 
 established a ‘National Eviction and Displacement Observatory’ in 2015. 


The Observatory monitors forced evictions and displacement across rural 


and urban India, compiles data on incidents of forced eviction—through primary and secondary research—and 
 provides support and assistance to affected communities with relief, redress, restitution, and access to justice, 
 where possible. 


In  the  absence  of  official  data  on  home  demolitions,  evictions,  and  displacement  in  India,  HLRN  created 
 the Observatory to document, highlight, and seek solutions to the egregious but still unacknowledged and 
 unaddressed national crisis of forced evictions of the urban and rural poor. 


Definition of ‘Forced Eviction’


This report uses the definition of ‘forced eviction’ provided by General Comment 7 (1997)4 of the UN Committee on 
 Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: “The permanent or temporary removal against the will of individuals, families 
 or communities from their homes or land, which they occupy, without the provision of, and access to, appropriate 
 forms of legal or other protection.”


“The practice of forced eviction 
 constitutes a gross violation of 
 human rights, in particular the 
 right to adequate housing.” 


~ United Nations Commission 
 on Human Rights, Resolutions 
 1993/77 and 2004/28



I. INTRODUCTION



(12)Since  2017,  HLRN  has  been  publishing  an  annual 
 report on the situation of forced evictions in India. 


This report, the third in this series,5 presents data 
 and an analysis by HLRN on forced evictions across 
 India  in  the  year  2019  as  well  as  a  comprehensive 
 overview and analysis of evictions carried out during 
 the three-year period of 2017 to 2019. The publication 
 of this report has been delayed on account of the 
 challenges generated by the coronavirus pandemic. 


Given the additional challenges of people being 
 rendered homeless by state authorities during a 
 pandemic and severe economic crisis in the country, 
 HLRN has also documented forced evictions during 
 the COVID-19 lockdown and subsequently after, as 
 restrictions are being eased. 



FORCED EVICTIONS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC


Despite the critical importance of adequate housing—both as a means of prevention and for recovery—in 
 dealing with pandemics like COVID-19, the Indian government has not paid attention to reducing the incidence 
 of homelessness or to improving the quality of housing of the urban and rural poor during the pandemic or in 
 its recovery plans. This has resulted in a ‘business as usual’ attitude, which sadly caused the forced eviction of 
 over 20,000 people between 16 March and 31 July 2020.6


Recognizing the crucial importance of housing in protecting people from the pandemic, the UN Committee on 
 Economic, Social and Cultural Rights called on State parties to impose a moratorium on evictions during the 
 pandemic.7 The former UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, in a guidance note emphasized that the 
 human right to adequate housing could not be derogated in times of emergency and urged all states to end all 
 evictions, for any reason, until the end of the pandemic and for a reasonable period of time thereafter.8 In light 
 of the economic recession that would follow the pandemic, she also called for measures to protect security of 
 tenure and to ensure that no one is rendered homeless for a reasonable time after the end of the pandemic.


Several  Indian  courts,  including  the  Allahabad  High  Court  [Writ  C  7014/2020],  the  High  Court  of  Bombay 
 [W.P. (L) 900/2020], and the High Court for the State of Telangana also directed state authorities not to evict 
 people or demolish homes during the lockdown.


Despite these orders and advisories, HLRN has recorded at least 45 incidents of forced eviction across India 
 during the COVID-19 pandemic – while the complete national lockdown was in force (25 March to 31 May 2020) 
 and since restrictions have been eased in most parts of the country (1 June to 31 July 2020). It is likely that 
 many of these evictions were carried out during the lockdown to take advantage of the curfew-like conditions, 
 when movement of affected persons was restricted and they did not have access to legal remedies. For instance, 
 in Siddipet, Telangana, authorities demolished 30 homes of Dalit farmers in the middle of the night, without 
 prior  notice.  The  affected  farmers,  reportedly  said,  “They  have  taken  advantage  of  the  prevailing  situation 


Housing has become the frontline defence against the coronavirus… Evictions are not only inconsistent with the ‘stay 
 home’ policy, but forced evictions are a violation of international human rights law, including the right to housing, as 
 are any evictions that result in homelessness. In the face of this pandemic, being evicted from your home is a potential 
 death sentence [emphasis added by HLRN].


~ UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, ‘COVID-19 Guidance Note: Prohibition of Evictions,’  


April 2020


HLRN



(13)and conducted the destruction in the middle of the night. It is unfair on the part of the officials to render us 
 homeless at a time like this when there is fear of coronavirus.”9 In Odisha, the Kalahandi forest department 
 forcibly demolished homes and destroyed belongings of 32 Kondh Adivasi/tribal/indigenous families in Sagada 
 Village, also without notice.10 In Manipur’s Macheng Village, forest officials with the help of the police, evicted 
 families of the Rongmei Naga tribe, early in the morning, on grounds that they were ‘encroaching’ on forest 
 land. Villagers who protested the drive were dispersed by the police, reportedly, with force involving the use 
 of tear gas and rubber bullets.11  In  Rewa,  Madhya  Pradesh,  local  authorities  demolished  20  houses  for  the 


‘beautification’ of a pond, rendering daily-wage labourers homeless during the lockdown. Reportedly, affected 
 families have faced the brunt of multiple evictions and had been resettled at the site of demolition by the Rewa 
 Municipal Corporation. At the time of publication of this report, the evicted families were staying in a parking 
 lot of a Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) project and were still awaiting resettlement.12


The Madhya Pradesh government carried out several incidents of forced eviction of tribal and Dalit families over 
 the months of June and July 2020. For instance, in June, forest officials set fire to the house of an Adivasi family 
 in Siwal and threatened to destroy more homes in the area, reportedly, to prevent villagers from cultivating 
 land.13 On 12 July, the state Forest Department razed houses of over 100 tribal families in Hardi Village of Rewa 
 District, reportedly to clear the ‘encroachment on forestland.’ Affected villagers, however, claim to have been 
 living in the area for over 30 years and with rights to the land under The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 
 Forest Dwellers Act 2006 (hereafter Forest Rights Act 2006).14 On 14 July, a Dalit couple in Jaganpur Chak Village 
 of Guna District attempted suicide by consuming pesticide after they were forcefully evicted from their land and 
 beaten by police officials.15


In Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh, the state administration evicted about 400 families living in government housing 
 to accommodate those evicted from 160 houses for the ‘beautification’ of the Arpa River.16 Despite the rise in 
 COVID-19 cases in the state, families have been forced to live out on the streets without food and water. Also 
 in June 2020, in Shakur Basti, Delhi, officials of the Indian Railways forced 13 families to demolish their own 
 houses after threatening to evict them.17


In July 2020, the East Delhi Municipal Corporation and the Public Works Department Delhi destroyed about 
 100  houses  in  East  Laxmi  Market,  Delhi  during  a  three-day  demolition  drive  that  rendered  150  families 
 homeless during the peak of the pandemic in the city. Also in July, 35 houses of the marginalized Gadia Lohar 
 community were demolished in Gurugram by the state 


administration, without any prior notice. Authorities 
 destroyed personal possessions and livelihood items 
 of affected families during the demolition process.18
 Additionally, during the lockdown, thousands of 
 homeless people in several cities, including Mumbai 
 and Delhi, were evicted from their habitual sites of 
 residence or forcibly taken to temporary shelters. For 
 instance, members of the Pardhi community, who had 
 been living under Mumbai’s Western Express Highway 
 flyover  for  decades,  were  forcibly  removed  from  the 
 area, after the national lockdown was declared.19


Demolition drive at East Laxmi Market, Delhi


HLRN



(14)Documented Sites of Forced Eviction and Reason for Eviction (16 March to 31 July 2020)


Site of Eviction  Reason for Eviction


Bhadradri Kothagudem and Khammam districts, Telangana Plantation drive


Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh  Clearance of land of Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited


Bhubaneswar, Odisha Road construction


Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh River ‘beautification’ and ‘smart city’ project


Chennai, Tamil Nadu Defence land clearance 


Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu ‘Smart city’ project for restoration of water bodies


Delhi Railway land clearance


Delhi Order of the High Court of Delhi to remove ‘encroachments’


Erode, Tamil Nadu Land clearance along a canal for a ‘smart city’ project


Faridabad and Yamunanagar, Haryana Removal of ‘unauthorized’ colonies


Gurugram, Haryana Removal of ‘encroachments’


Hubballi, Karnataka Road widening 


Hyderabad, Telangana Removal of ‘encroachments’


Jaipur, Rajasthan Road construction


Kalahandi, Odisha Forestland clearance


Kishtwar, Lashkari Mohalla, Nigeen, Pulwama, Rainawari, and 
 Srinagar – Jammu and Kashmir


Removal of ‘illegal constructions’


Ludhiana, Punjab   Removal of ‘encroachments’ 


Macheng Village, Manipur Forestland clearance


Mumbai, Maharashtra Removal of ‘encroachments’


Mumbai, Maharashtra Demolition of dilapidated buildings


Rewa, Madhya Pradesh ‘Beautification’ of a pond


Rewa, Madhya Pradesh Removal of ‘encroachments’ on forestland


Siddipet, Telangana Reservoir project


Siwal, Madhya Pradesh Village land clearance


Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir Dal Lake restoration project


Low-income individuals, groups, and communities 
 already face high vulnerability to contracting the virus 
 on account of their inadequate living conditions, low 
 levels of nutrition, and lack of access to healthcare, 
 water, and sanitation. To demolish their homes and 
 evict  them  during  the  pandemic  greatly  amplifies  the 
 risk to their health and lives. The urban and rural poor 
 across  India  continue  to  suffer  disproportionately 
 from the pandemic and lockdown-induced hardships 
 related to the loss of livelihoods, income, and food. 


Demolishing their homes under such circumstances 
 has greatly exacerbated their plight and increased their 
 impoverishment. Such inhumane acts of the state violate 
 the Constitution of India and international human rights 
 law ratified by India, which guarantees to all residents 
 of the country the fundamental right to life; the right to 
 an adequate standard of living, that includes the rights 
 to adequate housing and food; the right to health; the 
 right to education; the right to equality; and the right to 


remedy, including access to justice. ,


Kishtwar, Pulwama,  
 and Srinagar


Ludhiana
 Yamunanagar
 Delhi and Gurugram


Faridabad


Macheng
 Jaipur


Rewa
 Bhopal


Siwal Bilaspur


Bhubaneswar
 Kalahandi


Siddipet
 Mumbai


Hubballi


Hyderabad
 Bhadradri
 Kothagudem
 and Khammam
 Chennai


Erode
 Coimbatore


At least



20,000


people evicted
 during the COVID-19


pandemic


Some Forced Evictions During the COVID-19 Pandemic
(16 March—31 July 2020)
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FORCED EVICTIONS IN 2017, 2018, AND 2019


Housing and Land Rights Network, through its National Eviction and Displacement Observatory, has been 
 closely monitoring, documenting, and publishing data on forced evictions and home demolitions in India over 
 the last three years. With assistance from partner organizations and peoples’ movements, data compiled by 
 HLRN reveals that in the year 2019, central and state government authorities demolished at least 22,250 homes, 
 thereby forcefully evicting over 107,600 people across urban and rural India (see map in Annexure I and table in 
 Annexure VII for details). This number is likely to be much higher because in some of the documented incidents 
 we were not able to ascertain the number of people affected/houses demolished and thus could not include that 
 data. In 2018, HLRN had documented the forced eviction of over 200,000 people in the country, while in the year 
 2017, we found that about 260,000 people were evicted from their homes across India (see maps in Annexure V 
 and Annexure VI). 


As in 2019, the majority of the over 460,000 people evicted in 
 the years 2017 and 2018 have not been resettled by the state, 
 and thus continue to live in extremely inadequate conditions 
 characterized by high insecurity, lack of access to basic 
 services, precarity, and fear. While several thousands have 
 been internally displaced, others who faced evictions over the 
 last three years continue to live at the same sites, as the land 
 they were evicted from has not been used for any other purpose, 
 thus bringing into question the need to demolish their homes.


While these recorded numbers are extremely alarming, they are a conservative estimate and present just a part 
 of the real picture and actual scale of forced evictions in the country, as they only reflect cases known to HLRN. 


It is likely that many more incidents of forced eviction occurred during the last three years but have not been 
 documented. Also, HLRN has not included cases of land acquisition related to The Right to Fair Compensation 
 and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act 2013, under which land is acquired 
 for various projects that result in the displacement of thousands. Furthermore, for the documented incidents 
 of forced eviction, HLRN has used the Census of India average family size of 4.8 persons to calculate the total 
 number of people evicted. However, in many of the evicted families, the family size is much larger but could not 
 be determined exactly. The total number of people evicted and displaced in India over the last three years as 
 well as those under risk of eviction, therefore, is certain to be much higher than documented in this report. 


The number of state-induced evictions over the last three years also would have been higher had it not been 
 for the strategic intervention and active resistance of local communities to save their homes in many parts of 
 the country. Housing and Land Rights Network has documented that a large number of evictions have been 
 prevented  through  effective  advocacy  by  local  communities  with  the  support  of  social  movements  and  civil 
 society organizations, as well as through positive stay orders from courts. For instance, in Delhi, proactive action 
 by local communities and supporting organizations, including HLRN, and support of the High Court of Delhi 


Conservative Estimate of Forced Evictions in 
 India: 2017 to 2019


Houses  


Demolished People Forcibly 
 Evicted


2019 22,247 107,625


2018 41,734 202,233


2017 53,791 258,200


FROM 2017 TO 2019, ACROSS RURAL AND URBAN INDIA:


About 190,000 people evicted  


from their homes every year


At least 108 houses demolished  


daily


About 519 people lost their homes  
 every day


At least 22 people evicted  


every hour



Over 117,770  


houses demolished



Over 568,000 


people forcibly evicted  


On average:



(16)and some elected officials, prevented 6,100 homes (3,600 in 2019 and 2,500 in 2018) from being demolished or 
 about 30,000 people from being evicted by government authorities, including the Delhi Development Authority 
 (DDA) and Indian Railways. Similarly in Chennai, advocacy and resistance by local communities threatened 
 with eviction has resulted in eight settlements or over 3,500 homes being saved from demolition.20 In Mumbai, 
 effective legal advocacy and intervention by local groups resulted in stay orders from the High Court of Bombay 
 and prevented the forced eviction of a few communities.21


Across the country, including in rural areas, a large number of local communities are struggling against projects 
 that threaten to displace them from their homes and habitats. Without their sustained and strategic action, 
 many thousands more would have lost their homes over the last three years. However, even though evictions 
 may have been stalled temporarily in some sites, the majority of these communities live in uncertainty and fear 
 of imminent eviction.


Also, though the incidence of forced evictions over the last three years is high, it would have probably been 
 even higher had the rate of investment in the country been higher. As a result of a drop in industrial activity 
 and  projects,  many  land  acquisition,  real  estate,  and  infrastructure  projects  were  delayed  or  stalled  in  2018 
 and 2019.22 As more projects get sanctioned and implemented, it is feared that a large number of people living 
 at or near sites marked for various projects, including mining, ports, dams, airports, and road and highway 
 construction, will be evicted and displaced. Post-COVID economic recovery plans of the Indian government 
 have already resulted in the creation of ‘land banks’ for industries, easing of land acquisition procedures in 
 several states, and dilution of environmental laws. The push for infrastructure projects could lead to a rise in the 
 number of evictions in the coming years.


It is ironic that forced evictions and 
 demolitions of homes have continued 
 across the country in opposition to 
 the central government’s purported 
 goal of providing ‘housing for all’ 


in India by 2022, under the Pradhan 
 Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY or Prime 
 Minister’s Housing Scheme/ Housing 
 for All–2022 scheme) and other state 
 government programmes that intend 
 to provide housing for marginalized 
 and low-income groups in urban and 
 rural areas. 


As has been well-documented, 
 including by HLRN in several 
 publications,23 forced evictions 
 violate multiple human rights and 
 have  severe  impacts  on  affected 
 populations, both in the short-term 
 and long-term, as well as on social 
 justice and the nation’s development 
 and prosperity. Despite the alarming 
 gravity of this nationwide crisis, the 


issue not only continues to be ignored by both state and non-state actors, but is being exacerbated by multiple 
 acts of commission and omission by the government at various levels. 


This report aims to highlight trends and critical issues related to evictions in India while proposing 
 recommendations to resolve the crisis and provide justice for affected persons.
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 8,160 people


Disaster Management - Chennai
 36,960 people


Restoration of Water Bodies
 Salem


11,433 people


*Figures are approximate


‘Anti-encroachment’ Drive
 Dehradun


10,042 people Forest Protection
 Amchang and Orang, 
 Assam


7,886 people
 Some of the major evictions in 2017-2019


Kathputli Colony 
 Delhi


6,720 people
 Airport Expansion


Jaipur
 7,200 people


Mumbai


Some of the Major Evictions: 2017–2019
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K
ey findings from HLRN’s primary and secondary research on forced evictions in India in 2019     
  include the following:

1.  In 2019, HLRN documented the demolition of at least 22,250 houses and the forced eviction of 
 over 107,600 people across the country.


2.  Forced evictions of the urban and rural poor and demolitions of their homes occurred across 
 the country – in megacities, smaller cities, towns, and villages. 


3.  Evictions were carried out for a range of reasons and under various guises, including: ‘slum-
 clearance/encroachment-removal/city-beautification’  drives;  infrastructure  and  ostensible 


‘development’ projects, including ‘smart city’ projects; environmental projects, forest 
 protection, and wildlife conservation; ‘disaster management’ efforts; and other reasons such 
 as political rallies and targeted discrimination.


4.  In nearly all of the documented cases of forced eviction, state authorities did not follow due 
 process established by national and international human rights standards.


5.  Resettlement was provided in only about 26 per cent of the documented cases of eviction in 
 2019 for which information is available. In the absence of resettlement for the vast majority, 
 affected persons have had to make their own provisions for alternative housing or have been 
 rendered homeless. For those who received some form of resettlement from the state, the sites 
 they have been relocated to are remote and devoid of adequate housing and essential civic and 
 social infrastructure facilities. 


6.  All incidents of forced eviction documented by HLRN have resulted in multiple, and often 
 gross, human rights violations. 


7.  Through these persistent acts of eviction and demolition of homes, central and state government 
 authorities have violated national and international laws, policies, guidelines, and schemes.


8.  The majority of evicted people do not have access to justice and their right to effective remedy 
 has not been fulfilled. Where they have been able to approach courts and received favourable 
 orders, relief has mostly been in the form of stay orders related to further demolition/eviction. 


Seldom have courts ordered restitution and restoration of human rights of aggrieved persons 
 to resettlement, return, adequate housing, and other rights that are violated as a result of 
 forced evictions. 


9.  In 2019, court orders, including of High Courts, estate courts, and the National Green Tribunal, 
 were responsible for the eviction of over 20,500 people from their homes.


10.  Over 14.9  million  people across India are currently faced with the risk of eviction and 
 displacement.


These findings are elaborated in greater detail below.
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1.  GEOGRAPHY OF FORCED EVICTIONS 


During 2019, HLRN recorded cases of forced eviction across urban and rural India, in at least 19 states and four 
 Union Territories (see map in Annexure I). It is, however, likely that evictions also took place in other states/


Union Territories for which we do not have information. Of the incidents compiled by HLRN, evictions occurred 
 in the Union Territories of Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu,24 Delhi, and Jammu and 
 Kashmir. A large number of people lost their homes in ‘megacities’25 (Delhi, Mumbai, and Kolkata) and in other 


‘million plus urban agglomerations’/cities26 (Ahmedabad, Amravati, Aurangabad, Bengaluru, Bhopal, Chennai, 
 Coimbatore, Faridabad, Ghaziabad, Goalpara, Hyderabad, Indore, Jabalpur, Jaipur, Jamshedpur, Kanpur, Kochi, 
 Lakhimpur, Lucknow, Ludhiana, Madurai, Nagpur, Patna, Prayagraj, Pune, Sonitpur, Surat, Vadodara, and 
 Visakhapatnam). Demolitions of homes were also reported in urban agglomerations or Tier I27 cities (Bareilly, 
 Begusarai, Bhubaneswar, Bokaro, Burhanpur, Chandigarh, Cuttack, Daman, Darrang, Dehradun, Gurugram, 
 Guntur, Hubballi, Jammu, Kolhapur, Mohali, Noida, Salem, Sheopur, Silchar, Siliguri, Tirupati, Trichy, Ujjain, 
 Vizianagaram, and Wayanad); Tier II cities (Barwani, Fatehabad, Golaghat, Jaisalmer, and Sahibabad); Tier III 
 cities (Angul and Mapusa); and, also in many villages (including in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
 Maharashtra, Odisha, and Uttar Pradesh). 


Sites of Eviction in India in 2019
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2.  REASONS FOR FORCED EVICTION


Across India, in most incidents of forced eviction, affected persons and communities are not provided with the 
 reason for eviction/demolition of their homes; this information is also generally not made public. The National 
 Eviction and Displacement Observatory at HLRN, however, has analysed the available data on evictions, and 
 has identified five broad categories for which individuals and communities were forcibly removed and displaced 
 from their homes and habitats in the year 2019:


a.  ‘Slum-clearance/anti-encroachment/city-beautification’ drives [43 per cent of affected persons]; 


b.  Infrastructure and ostensible ‘development’ projects, including road widening, highway expansion, bridge 
 construction, and ‘smart city’ projects [24 per cent of affected persons]; 


c.  Environmental projects, forest protection, and wildlife conservation [16 per cent of affected persons]; 


d.  ‘Disaster management’ efforts [9 per cent of affected persons]; and,


e.  Other reasons, including political rallies, religious discrimination, and reasons not covered by the above 
 four categories [8 per cent of affected persons].


Over the course of the last three years—2017 to 2019—the trend with regard to reason for eviction has been 
 consistent, as per HLRN’s findings and analysis. The highest number of people witnessed loss of their homes 
 for reasons related to ‘slum’/government land clearance, ‘encroachment-removal’ drives, and ‘beautification’ 


projects: 46 per cent. Infrastructure and other projects resulted in the eviction and displacement of about 27 
 per cent of affected people; environmental projects, including wildlife and forest conservation efforts, were 
 responsible for the forced eviction of about 17 per cent of the total affected people; ‘disaster management’ and 
 related projects accounted for about 7 per cent of the population evicted; and 3 per cent of the people suffered 
 from evictions related to other causes, including political rallies and targeted discrimination.


The analysis by HLRN reveals that the vast majority of evictions in 2019, as in the years 2018 and 2017, were 
 not carried out for ‘exceptional circumstances’ as stipulated by the UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on 
 Development-based  Evictions  and  Displacement  (2007),28 which are the global operational human rights 
 standards to be complied with by state and non-state actors before, during, and after any proposed eviction. In 
 many of the recorded incidents, the reason for the eviction was not communicated to the affected persons and 
 also was not justified.
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Reasons for Forced Eviction: 2019



(22)Details on evictions carried out in 2019 for various reasons are elaborated below.



a.  ‘Slum’/Land Clearance/ ‘Beautification’/ Removal of ‘Encroachments’


While HLRN does not advocate the use of the term ‘slum’ for housing of low-income groups because of its 
 derogatory  connotations  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  the  term  used  by  the  Indian  government  in  official 
 discourse, including in laws and policies, is ‘slum.’ We also do not support the general use of the term 


‘encroachments’ for housing of the poor, which creates an artificial construct of legality that discriminates 
 against low-income residents who have limited or no choices with regard to housing and where to live. 


Furthermore, use of public land for housing, livelihoods, and other survival-related purposes cannot be viewed 
 as ‘encroachments.’


In the case of Ajay Maken v. Union of India [W.P. (C) 11616/2015], the High Court of Delhi has emphasized this 
 point by stating:


The decisions of the Supreme Court of India on the right to shelter and the decision of this Court in 
 Sudama Singh require a Court approached by persons complaining against forced eviction not to view 
 them as ‘encroachers’ and illegal occupants of land, whether public or private...


Reasons for Forced Eviction: 2017, 2018, and 2019


Infrastructure 
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In the last three years – 2017, 2018, and 2019, state agencies demolished over 117,772 houses, thereby forcibly 
 evicting, at a minimum, over 568,000 people in rural and urban areas across India.


UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on Development-based Evictions and Displacement


21.  States shall ensure that evictions only occur in exceptional circumstances. Evictions require full justification 
 given their adverse impact on a wide range of internationally recognized human rights.  Any eviction must be: 


(a) authorized by law; (b) carried out in accordance with international human rights law; (c) undertaken solely 
for the purpose of promoting the general welfare;* (d) reasonable and proportional; (e) regulated so as to ensure 
full and fair compensation and rehabilitation; and (f) carried out in accordance with the present guidelines. The 
protection provided by these procedural requirements applies to all vulnerable persons and affected groups, 
irrespective of whether they hold title to home and property under domestic law [emphasis added by HLRN].29



(23)An analysis by HLRN of the causes of forced evictions and home demolitions in 2019 finds that the majority 
 occurred for reasons related to removal of houses of the urban poor, based on the perception of the state and 
 its agencies that they are ‘illegal’ or ‘encroachments.’ This disturbing view resulted in ‘slum-clearance,’ 


‘encroachment-removal,’  and  ‘city-beautification’  drives,  evicting  the  highest  number  of  people  (at  least 
 46,162) in 2019 or about 43 per cent of the total number of people evicted during the year. This is in keeping 
 with the trend recorded by HLRN in the years 2017 and 2018. 


Across India, homes of the urban poor continue to be considered as 


‘illegal’ or ‘encroachments’ by all branches of the government—the 
 legislature, executive, and often the judiciary—and are demolished 
 without any consideration that people have been living at those sites 
 for  decades,  sometimes  40–50  years,  and  possess  documents  such 
 as election and ration cards that validate their ‘legality’ and proof of 
 residence. Communities work on improving the quality of the land, 
 develop vibrant neighbourhoods and settlements, and contribute to 
 the local economy, but when the value of the land on which they live 


appreciates or when the state decides to commercially develop that land, they are considered dispensable and 
 arbitrarily evicted, often in violation of existing laws and policies. 


In 2019, central and state governments undertook a large number of demolition drives in several cities across 
 the country, resulting in the destruction of self-built homes of the working poor. The implementation of ‘slum-
 free’ policies by demolishing homes of the poor not only violates their human rights but also goes against 
 the very premise of creating ‘slum-free’ cities, which is to improve living conditions of the poor by helping 
 them to transition from ‘slums’ to adequate and dignified housing. Furthermore, the continued assumption 
 of government authorities—as reflected in these rampant home-demolition drives—that ‘city beautification’ 


implies removing the poor from certain areas of cities, highlights the deep-set discrimination against the 
 country’s most marginalized populations. This is all the more ironic given that they are the ones who build the 
 city, contribute to its economy, and are largely responsible for its functioning. 


Over  100  families  belonging  to  Scheduled  Castes 
 (Mahadalits) lost their homes in a drive to remove 


‘encroachments’ in the Begusarai District of Bihar on 
 India’s Republic Day – 26 January 2019. Their houses 
 were set on fire and they were forced to stay out in the 
 open in the cold. It has been alleged that their houses 
 were burnt by goons hired by powerful people in the 
 area.30   


The Indian Railways carried out multiple eviction 
 drives  across  Delhi  over  the  year  2019,  including  in 
 Jor Bagh, near the Safdarjung Flyover, Lajpat Nagar, 
 Mansarovar Park, Mayapuri, and Shakur Basti, 
 allegedly to clear railway land and remove houses of 
 the urban poor that it considers ‘encroachments.’ 


In January 2019, the Indian Railways demolished about 
 100 houses of families living in a settlement below the 
 Safdarjung Flyover in Delhi.31 Residents were caught 
 unawares by the drive carried out without any prior 
 notice in the winter. Affected families approached the 
 High Court of Delhi and averred that their settlement 
 had  existed  since  1990,  was  included  in  a  central 
 government survey conducted in 1996, and that many 


Homes destroyed by the Indian Railways in Mayapuri, Delhi
 Over the three years of 2017, 2018, 
 and 2019, HLRN recorded that over 
 262,400 (over 2.6 lakh) people lost 
 their homes for eviction drives 
 related to ‘beautification’ projects, 


‘slum’/land clearance, and removal 
 of ‘encroachments.’


In the last three years — 2017, 2018, and 2019 — the 
 Indian Railways demolished at least 2,327 houses 
 of low-income communities, affecting over 11,170 
 people. 


HLRN



(24)of the residents had voter cards and ration cards with the settlement address listed as ‘JJ32 Cluster below the 
 Safdarjung Flyover.’ The High Court issued an order [W.P. (C) 1112/2019] for ‘status quo’ to be maintained at 
 the site, thereby implying that no further demolitions could be carried out. Evicted persons, however, have not 
 received any compensation for the loss of their homes or been resettled by the state. 


In April 2019, the Indian Railways razed 50 houses from its land in Sonia Gandhi Camp, Delhi, on grounds that 
 the residents were ‘encroachers.’


Despite  a  March  2019  order  of  the  High  Court  of 
 Delhi, in the case of Ajay Maken v. Union of India [W.P. 


(C) 11616/2015], providing relief to families in Shakur 
 Basti—who  had  been  first  evicted  in  December 
 2015—and affirming their right to adequate housing 
 and right to the city, the Indian Railways, in May 2019, 
 demolished  homes  of  12  families  in  the  settlement 
 and sent notices to 50 more families to vacate their 
 houses.33


In a similar incident that also occurred in the month 
 of  May  2019,  the  Indian  Railways  destroyed  homes 
 of  35  families  in  Mansarovar  Park,  Delhi.  Affected 
 families that have been living alongside the railway 
 track,  for  over  40  years,  rebuilt  their  homes  at  the 
 same site only to witness another incident of forced 
 eviction in November 2019. The demolitions, without 
 prior notice or resettlement, rendered over 50 women 
 and 150 children homeless. 


In August 2019, officials of the Indian Railways and 
 the Delhi Police used force to demolish 10 houses in 
 Lajpat Nagar without any prior notice or explanation 
 of the reason for the demolition. In the absence 
 of  alternative  housing  or  compensation,  affected 
 persons were forced to reconstruct temporary 
 dwelling units in the same area. In September 2019, 
 their homes were set on fire, allegedly by the police, 
 in order to drive them away from the area. 


Families under Delhi’s Safdarjung Flyover after demolition  


of their homes Devastation after demolition of homes in  


Sonia Gandhi Camp, Delhi


Demolished houses and property of residents of Shakur Basti, Delhi


Demolition in Mansarovar Park, Delhi 
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(25)Officials of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) evicted over 600 Muslim families living in Sarkebasti 
 Village of Hojai District, Assam, in March 2019. The drive was conducted to vacate government land. Affected 
 families claimed that the eviction was illegal, as they were not ‘encroaching’ on the land. Human rights activists 
 working in the area also objected to the demolition, questioned KAAC’s jurisdiction over the land, and believed 
 the eviction was politically motivated ahead of India’s General Election.34


In April 2019, in Wayanad District of Kerala, more than 100 families were evicted from forestland in Thovarimala, 
 near Sultan Bathery. They were denied access to alternative land, as authorities claimed that their names were 
 missing from the list of landless tribal people in the state.35


In  Mumbai,  over  25  homeless  families  living  under  the 
 Amar Mahal Junction Flyover, Chembur, witnessed multiple 
 incidents of forced eviction in the year 2019. In the absence 
 of  sufficient  homeless  shelters  and  low-cost  housing 
 options, a large number of the city’s homeless population is 
 forced to seek refuge under flyovers and similar precarious 
 locales.  The  Mumbai  Police  and  officials  from  the  Public 
 Works Department forcefully evicted the homeless families 
 from  under  the  flyover,  as  part  of  an  ‘encroachment-
 removal’ drive in April and June 2019. In the absence of any 
 resettlement or compensation, the affected families remain 
 homeless and live in highly inadequate conditions. Grass 
 has been grown on the cleared area under the flyover, for 


‘beautification’ purposes.36


In May 2019, the Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation 
 (NMMC)  demolished  approximately  40  houses  and 
 120 shops near Panvel Flyover, Navi Mumbai in order 
 to remove all ‘encroachments’ and widen the road 
 leading to the Panvel Railway Station. Affected persons 
 claim to have been living in the area for more than 
 40  years  and  have  documents,  including  electricity 
 bills and voter cards, proving their residence. In 2017, 
 officials  from  NMMC  demolished  shops  in  the  same 
 area, after which residents filed a case in the High Court 
 of Bombay [S.L.P. 33/158] regarding the impact of the 
 demolition on their livelihoods. Affected persons claim 
 to have all documents, including municipality-issued 


Temporary living arrangements made by families evicted  
 from the Amar Mahal Junction Flyover, Mumbai


“I lived with my husband, three children, married daughter and her family, under the Amar Mahal Junction Flyover. 


We moved to Mumbai seven years ago from Osmanabad, in search of better employment opportunities. There are 25 
 families living here. In June 2019, we were forcefully evicted from under the flyover by the police, without any prior 
 notice or reason. Our meagre belongings, including utensils, clothes, and identification documents were set on fire. 


During the course of the eviction drive, two young children, including a one-year-old infant, died after being injured. 


As the eviction was carried out during the monsoon season, we were forced to live in the open for a few days without 
 any shelter before moving back to live under the flyover. 


I do multiple odd-jobs, including manual labour and construction work, and am also forced to beg to earn a living. Most 
 of the men in our community work as manual scavengers, without any access to safety equipment. Two public toilets 
 were constructed nearby in 2018; however, there is no provision for bathing. We face immense difficulties living 
 under the flyover, especially when it rains, as the drains in the area overflow. Agar sarkaar hum ko adhikaar denge 
 toh humaari zindagi kuchh sudhar jaayegi (If the government upholds our basic rights, our lives would be better).” 


~ Woman living under the Amar Mahal Junction Flyover, Mumbai


Demolished houses and shops near Panvel Flyover, Navi Mumbai
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(26)vendor certificates, among other documents, to set up and carry out businesses in the area. In the absence of 
 alternative housing or compensation, families were permitted to reconstruct temporary dwelling units on a 
 vacant plot of land, about 700 metres away from their original area of residence. 


The Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board (TNSCB) and the city corporation demolished about 200 homes in Jeeva 
 Nagar, Coimbatore. Commencing in June 2019, the demolition process lasted for a few months.37 It was carried 
 out  under  the  auspices  of  a  Madras  High  Court  order  to  ‘clear  encroachments’  [W.P.  9958  and  19121/2012, 
 9477/2016],  on  the  basis  of  a  plea  filed  by  the  K.K.  Pudur  Residents’  Welfare  Association,  that  the  Supreme 
 Court  refused  to  stay  [S.L.P.  (Civil)  011001/2018].  The  demolition  drive  was  preceded  by  discontinuation  of 
 electricity supply in the houses of affected families, as a means of forcing them to vacate their homes. The 
 affected residents, however, allege that they were not ‘encroachers.’ They had been promised land-ownership 
 deeds in the 1990s and had paid for lease agreements signed by TNSCB, but they were still not recognized as 
 land-owners and were forcefully evicted from their homes.38


Officials from the Vadodara Municipal Corporation demolished 250 houses on the banks of the Vishwamitri River 
 for the Vishwamitri Riverfront Development Project twice in 2019, first in May and then in August. Reportedly, 
 families were shifted to temporary relief camps, where they continue to live in grossly inadequate conditions.39
 In  Siliguri,  West  Bengal,  the  Naxalbari  Block  Development  Officer  demolished  30  houses  in  June  2019, 
 reportedly to vacate government land in Masjid Para of ‘illegal’ occupiers.40 Affected families allege that they 
 did not receive any prior notice and their houses were demolished despite holding land-ownership certificates. 


Officials, however, claim that notices were served 20 days in advance and the certificates produced by families 
 were ‘fake.’ In another incident of forced eviction in June, at least 109 families faced the wrath of the Indian 
 Railways in the Golaghat area of Assam.41 The families were evicted for allegedly living ‘illegally’ on the Railways 
 land in Furkating.


In  Mumbai,  the  Brihanmumbai  Municipal  Corporation  demolished  about  240  houses  in  a  series  of  eviction 
 drives conducted in June 2019 in Bandra East, Dharavi, and Vile Parle to remove ‘encroachments’ along drains, 
 ahead of the monsoon season.42


Residents of Yamuna Khadar, mostly agricultural 
 workers and small farmers living on the banks of 
 the Yamuna River, in Delhi have witnessed multiple 
 incidents  of  forced  eviction  since  2016.  Again  in 
 February  and  August  2019,  the  Delhi  Development 
 Authority  demolished  more  than  20  houses  at  two 
 different sites in the settlement, allegedly in order 
 to remove ‘encroachments.’43


In  August  2019,  the  Greater  Ludhiana  Area 
 Development  Authority  rendered  about  1,300 
 families homeless in Khokha Market, Ludhiana, 
 as part of an ‘encroachment-removal’ drive.44 In 
 a similar incident in Ludhiana that took place in 
 December 2019, the Northern Railways pulled down 


about 150 houses and other ‘unauthorized’ structures in Railway Colonies 5 and 12, in the Civil Lines area near 
 the railway station.45 The demolition drive, that lasted several hours, also resulted in the destruction of a few 
 railway quarters on the grounds that they were ‘not safe.’


The  Noida  Development  Authority  carried  out  several  demolition  drives  in  the  year  2019.  In  August  2019, 
 the Authority demolished houses of 50 farmers in Chhijarsi, allegedly to reclaim its land.46 Affected farmers, 
 however, protested the demolition drive claiming it was against their interests. In another drive to vacate its 
 land of ‘encroachments,’ the Authority demolished about 200 houses in Sorkha Zahidabad Village.47 Between 


Demolished houses and crops along  
 the Yamuna River banks in Delhi


HLRN



(27)17  and  23  August  2019,  the  Authority  demolished 
 over 375 houses in multiple sites, including in Sector 
 116 and Sector 25-A, without due process, including 
 prior notice. In September 2019, the Authority again 
 destroyed  150  houses  in  Sarfabad  Village  during  a 
 cleanliness and ‘anti-encroachment’ drive.48


In  Ludhiana,  officials  of  the  Greater  Ludhiana  Area 
 Development Authority demolished homes of about 
 200 families living in Sector 38, Chandigarh Road.49
 They alleged that the houses were ‘illegal’ and only 
 provided alternative housing to some of the affected 
 families in Mundian Kalan. 


As a result of an order of the Gauhati High Court to remove ‘encroachments’ in Lakhimpur, Assam, the district 
 administration  evicted  76  families  from  the  dumping  ground  at  Chandmari,  along  the  Somdiri  River,  in 
 September 2019.50 In October, the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation demolished about 600 houses in Gokul 
 Nagar, near the Mahatma Temple, under the guise of ‘land clearance.’ Affected families then approached the 
 High Court of Gujarat, which stayed the eviction and also asked authorities to provide alternative accommodation 
 to the families.


About 60 houses of the formerly nomadic and extremely marginalized Gadia Lohar community were reduced to 
 rubble in Faridabad, Haryana in April, while 50 Gadia Lohar houses were demolished in Sahibabad, Uttar Pradesh in 
 October 2019.51 No prior notice or resettlement was provided to any of the affected families at either  site.


In New Ashok Nagar, Delhi, an ‘anti-encroachment’ 


drive  in  November  2019  destroyed  100  houses  of 
 an extremely marginalized community of waste-
 collectors, leaving all residents homeless.52


In  November  2019,  the  Brihanmumbai  Municipal 
 Corporation  demolished  110  houses  along  the  Tansa 
 Pipeline, in Vakola Gaondevi, Santacruz (East), 
 Mumbai.53 The demolition, reportedly, was carried out 
 to remove ‘illegal’ structures from along the pipeline. 


The Corporation has had a safety wall constructed 
 at the site to prevent future ‘encroachments.’ Since 
 2017,  city  authorities  have  demolished  over  11,110 


Demolished houses in Sector 116, Noida


Destroyed homes of the Gadia Lohar community in Faridabad (left) and Sahibabad (right)


Demolition underway in New Ashok Nagar, Delhi
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(28)houses along Mumbai’s Tansa Pipeline, displacing 
 over 53,300 people, on the basis of an order of the High 
 Court of Bombay [PIL 140/2006].


In Assam, the Darrang district administration used a 
 team of security personnel and labourers to demolish 
 structures  of  60  ‘encroachers’  from  near  Mangaldai 
 Civil  Hospital  in  November  2019.  Residents  tried  to 
 protest but were overpowered by security forces in 
 the day-long drive that demolished temporary and 
 semi-permanent structures in order to vacate the 
 area for several government projects, including the 
 construction of a hospital and women’s college.54


Also in November, the district administration of Patna demolished over 100 houses considered as ‘encroachments’ 


along the Badshahi drain in several areas of the city.55 In Shalimar Bagh, Delhi, the Central Public Works 
 Department (CPWD) demolished 70 houses in order to remove ‘encroachments’ and ‘beautify’ the area in front 
 of the house of a local Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA). 


On 15 November 2019, DDA demolished 60 houses in Gyaspur, Delhi. Though DDA had put up notices at a few 
 places on the banks of the Yamuna River a few days before the demolition, they were in obscure locations and 
 far from the settlement, as a result of which people living in the settlement were not aware of the demolition. 


Residents, comprising mostly of agricultural labourers and some construction workers, claim that they have 
 been  residing  at  the  site  for  four  decades  now.  Even  after  existing  for  almost  40  years,  DDA  considers  the 
 settlement to be an ‘unauthorized’ colony. The site is devoid of basic facilities, with no proper roads to reach 
 the low-lying area and no sanitation facilities, which in turn forces residents to defecate in the open. The only 
 security they had was their houses, which they had constructed with their hard-earned savings. Officials of 
 DDA, along with police officials, reached the area with bulldozers during the early hours of 15 November 2019. 


Since the residents were not aware of the situation, there was a situation of panic among them. Some of the 
 residents had already left for work while their children were in the houses. The demolition began at around 1 
 p.m. and continued till 5 p.m.56


The  Municipal  Corporation  of  Dehradun  carried  out  a  demolition  drive  in  December  2019  to  remove 


‘encroachments’ on its land along the Haridwar Bypass Road. The civic body, reportedly, acted after receiving 
 complaints of ‘encroachments’ along the Bindal and Ripsana riverbeds in the Dehradun Valley.57 In a public interest 
 litigation [W.P. (PIL) 47/2013] filed in the High Court of Uttarakhand by a councillor against ‘encroachments’ 


and ‘illegal constructions’ in ravines and nallahs (drains) in the Rajpur area, the Dehradun district magistrate 
 had  submitted  an  affidavit  stating  that  about  270  acres  of  the  riverbed  and  riverbank  area  in  the  Dehradun 


Cycling track built on the land from where people were evicted, 
 alongside the Tansa Pipeline, Mumbai


Destruction of homes and personal belongings of residents in Gyaspur, Delhi
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(29)(Doon) Valley had been encroached upon. In its report submitted to the Court, the state government had averred 
 that ‘encroachers’ were being removed. Objecting to this, the counsel for the petitioner had alleged that in the 
 guise of ‘anti-encroachment’ the poor were being targeted while encroachments by influential persons were 
 left untouched. The Court, however, finally sanctioned the District Magistrate, Dehradun, to “take necessary 
 action to ensure that no further encroachments take place in the seasonal streams in the Rajpur area of the Doon 
 Valley.” This resulted in the eviction of 150 people.


Also in December 2019, in Guntur District of Andhra Pradesh, the revenue department razed over 100 houses in 
 Obulanaidupalem, allegedly to clear land belonging to the Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infrastructure Corporation. 


Seven persons, reportedly, attempted suicide by consuming pesticide to protest the demolition of their homes. 


They were rushed to hospital in time and their lives were saved.58


In Avilala Village in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, revenue officials demolished 400 houses in order to clear revenue 
 land, which, according to officials, cannot be bought and sold. Reportedly, some of the affected families had 
 moved into the houses and performed house-warming ceremonies just a few days before the demolition drive.59
 Repeated incidents of forced eviction over the last 


few years have been documented by HLRN in Delhi. 


These include in Mansarovar Park, near Shri Nanak 
 Niwas Gurudwara (2017 and 2019), Rajiv Camp (2016 
 and  2019),  and  Yamuna  Khadar  (2016,  2017,  2018, 
 and  2019).  In  Rajiv  Camp,  where  76  houses  were 
 demolished for the expansion of National Highway 
 24 in 2016, six families that were forced to live in the 
 same area in the absence of provision of alternative 
 accommodation were rendered homeless again in 
 January and May 2019, after their temporary dwelling 
 units were demolished to construct a pavement. 


Such acts of discrimination against the poor, by 
 destroying their homes and rendering them homeless, 


indicate the increasing criminalization of poverty and go against the foundational principles of the Constitution 
 of India that guarantees everyone the right to equality and the freedom to reside in any part of the country. 


Further, they also indicate the distortion of the notion of ‘public land,’ as the state that is entrusted with the 
 protection of such land for the people continues to act against the people, by evicting them arbitrarily, at its 
 whim. 



b.  Infrastructure and Ostensible ‘Development’ Projects


As  in  the  years  2017  and  2018,  infrastructure  projects  and  those  carried  out  for  ostensible  ‘development’ 


purposes displaced thousands of families across India in 2019. Primary and secondary research by HLRN reveals 
 that in 2019, houses demolished for such projects numbered at least 5,374, amounting to the eviction of almost 
 25,800 people (24 per cent of the total number of people affected in 2019). The reasons for these evictions 
 include road-widening projects; road, highway, and bridge construction; tourism; coal mine expansion; and, 


‘smart city’ projects.


Though many of these evictions are justified by the state as ‘public purpose’ projects, the term continues to 
 be  misused  in  the  absence  of  a  human  rights-based  definition  and  interpretation.  Also,  the  population  that 
 benefits from these ostensible ‘public purpose’ projects is always different from the one that pays the price for 
 them, including through the loss of their homes, habitats, livelihoods, health, education, and security.


For  instance,  in  Jamshedpur,  Jharkhand,  68  houses  were  demolished  in  Anna  Chowk,  in  July  2019,  for  the 
 construction of a bridge.60 Also in July, in Tamil Nadu, the Coimbatore municipality destroyed 552 houses in 


Women and children repeatedly rendered homeless  
 in Rajiv Camp, Delhi


HLRN



(30)Masjid Colony for ‘smart city’ projects.61 The affected families, who had been living at the site for over 50 years, 
 received alternative accommodation from the Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board in Ukkadam. As part of a project 
 to align the Dwarka Expressway, the Haryana Urban Development Authority demolished 100 houses in Kherki 
 Daula village, along National Highway 8.62


On the basis of an eviction order of the Bokaro Estate Court, the district administration of Bokaro demolished 
 400 houses in August 2019 for the expansion of the Bokaro Airport, under the Regional Connectivity Scheme.63
 In the same month, the Cuttack Municipal Corporation demolished nine houses in Krushak Bazaar, for the 
 construction of a road.64 Also in August, CPWD demolished 55 houses of the urban poor on Minto Road, Delhi, 
 ironically, to construct houses for central government officials. 


In Odisha, two evictions took place in the month 
 of  October  2019  for  the    expansion  of  coal  mines  of 
 Mahanadi Coalfields Limited (MCL). The Angul district 
 administration, along with officials of MCL, evicted 41 
 families living in the Nayak Sahi area of Bhalugadia 
 Village65 and 18 families in Rakas Village.66 According 
 to  a  fact-finding  report,67 adequate notice was not 
 provided to affected persons. 


In order to repair Kolkata’s Tallah Bridge, city 
 authorities, including the Public Works Department, 
 demolished houses of about 60 families living under 
 the Bridge in November 2019.68 The evicted families, 
 reportedly,  had  been  living  at  the  site  for  over  70 


years. Affected families were moved to transit camps that did not have adequate facilities and have yet to receive 
 permanent housing from the government.


The Vadodara Municipal Corporation (VMC) demolished 176 houses in the Chhani area of the city, in November 
 2019, in order to construct a connecting road to the Chhayapuri Railway Station. A force of about 250 personnel, 
 including city officials and a private agency, Madhya Gujarat Vij Company Limited, was deployed to carry out the 
 demolition. Affected families have denied the government’s claim of being provided alternative houses; VMC 
 officials said they had to apply for them.69 A road-widening project in Coimbatore resulted in the demolition 
 of about 150 houses on Perur Main Road in November 2019. The project, allegedly to ease traffic congestion, 
 was implemented by the Tamil Nadu Highways Department. Prior to the demolition of homes, the Tamil Nadu 
 Electricity Board cut electricity connections to the houses. Several of the affected families reported not receiving 


‘tokens’ for alternative housing.70 Also in November 2019, the civic body of Madurai demolished 120 houses, 
 consisting of concrete and temporary structures, between Raja Mill Road and Kuruvikaran Salai, along the 
 Vaigai River.71 The drive was part of a road-widening project of the Tamil Nadu Highways Department. Most of 
 the residents said they did not receive any prior notice of the eviction. In Ghaziabad, the district administration 
 demolished 200 houses in December 2019, and cleared 71 acres of land for the construction of the Delhi–Meerut 
 expressway by the National Highways Authority of India. Reportedly, the administration received instructions 
 for clearing the land in the villages of Dasna, Kushaliya, and Rasulpur Sikrod from the Prime Minister of India 
 during a video conference.72 The affected families were provided financial compensation for the loss of their 
 homes. 


Highway/road construction and road-widening projects displaced 
 over  3,600  people  in  2019. This continuing destruction of houses 
 and  displacement  of  the  poor,  without  due  process,  to  ease  traffic 
 congestion  and  facilitate  road  transportation  reflects  the  scant 
 regard of the state towards communities that have been living for 
 many years at these sites, often for generations.


Devastation in Bhalugadia Village


In 2017, 2018, and 2019, construction 
 of highways/roads and road-
 widening projects led to the forced 
 eviction and displacement of about 
 41,500 people.
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