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FUTURES  AT RISK:



PROTECTING THE RIGHTS   

OF CHILDREN ON THE MOVE   

IN A CHANGING CLIMATE



(2)
ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 


ABE  Alternative Basic Education
 ACE  Action for Climate Empowerment
 CEC  Community Education Centre
 COP  Conference of the Parties


CSSF  Comprehensive School Safety Framework
 CtC  Child-to-Child club


DRR  Disaster Risk Reduction


EDRM  Emergency and Disaster Risk Management
 EHR  Electronic Health Record


GEAG  Gorakhpur Environmental Action Group
 HIC   High-income Country


ICCAD   International Centre for Climate Change and Development 
 IDAC   International Data Alliance for Children on the Move
 IDMC   Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre


IDP   Internally Displaced Person
 LIC   Lower-income Country 
 LP   Learning Passport
 NAP   National Adaptation Plan
 NGO   Non-governmental Organisation
 NODS   National Office for Disaster Services
 PTSD   Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
 SDGs   Sustainable Development Goals


UNCRC   United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 UNDP   United Nations Development Programme


UNFCCC   United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
 WASH   Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene


WHO   World Health Organization


WIM   Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage  
 associated with Climate Change Impacts
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(4)Young people from every corner of the 
 globe are coming together to call for action 
 on climate change, asking world leaders 
 to protect their futures. Because, while 
 children have contributed the least to climate 
 change, they are the ones who will feel its 
 impacts most acutely.


Even now, children are already impacted by 
 the effects of climate change. In some cases, 
 children and their families have even found 
 themselves uprooted, with increased storms, 
 intensifying droughts, and rising sea levels 
 all contributing to climate change-related 
 displacement and migration. Their lives, 
 families, and communities are upturned as the 
 world around them changes. 


But as their lives change, their rights do not. 


Every child has the right to education and 
 health, as defined in the UN Convention on the 
 Rights of the Child. Yet children displaced or 
 migrating in the context of climate change are 
 likely to face barriers to accessing education 
 and health services. From economic barriers 
 to harmful gender norms, among many more, 
 children on the move may not find the systems 
 they encounter to be built for their needs. 


Importantly, systems can prepare for the 
 disruption we know is coming. Unlike other 
 forms of displacement and migration, such 
 as conflict-related, we have the opportunity 
 to map, identify, and prepare for the impacts 
 of climate change. By understanding these 
 challenges ahead of time, and strengthening 
 education and health systems in response,  
 we can realise the rights of every child, even  
 if they move. 


The UK Government can play a leading role 
 in building these systems. As a leader on the 
 global stage, including as one of the biggest 
 donors to education and health multilaterals 
 and the host of COP26, the UK Government 
 can set a course of action to protect the futures 
 of millions of children. The UK Government can 
 lead the way in setting out a future that is built 
 with climate change-related displacement and 
 migration in mind, ready and prepared for the 
 shocks we know are coming. 


Children have called for climate action. This 
 report sets out how we can heed their call 
 and ensure that children affected by climate 
 change-related displacement and migration 
 can continue to realise their rights. Children are 
 not the future, but rather the leaders of today. 


Let us follow their course as we build a better 
 future, for every child. 


Levison Wood  


UNICEF UK High Profile Supporter 
 Dafne Keen  


UNICEF UK Supporter



FOREWORD


Levison Wood Dafne Keen



(5)The climate crisis is a child rights crisis. 


Though children are least responsible for 
 the global emissions that have led to the 
 warming of the planet, they feel the greatest 
 impacts. While climate change will have many 
 repercussions, an often overlooked but critically 
 important element is the likely increase of 
 displacement and migration. 


Already, children, their families and communities 
 around the world have been displaced due to 
 weather-related impacts, which can increase in 
 frequency or be intensified by climate change.  


In 2020 alone, weather-related events – whether 
 or not climate change-related – were linked to 
 30.1 million new displacements, including 9.8 
 million new internal displacements of children. 


That equates to almost 26,900 new weather-
 related child displacements every day.


The exact number of children predicted to be 
 migrating or displaced for reasons linked to 
 climate change is challenging to determine 


While figures are uncertain, what is clear is that 
 when families move and children are displaced, 
 access to education and health services is often 
 disrupted. This report makes recommendations 
 to the UK Government ahead of its hosting 
 of COP26, setting out how it can mitigate 
 the impacts of climate change-related 


displacement and migration by strengthening 
 education and health systems to make them 
 more resilient and ready to respond to the 
 shocks we know are coming.  



ADDRESSING AND PREVENTING  CLIMATE CHANGE


The countries most affected by climate change 
 and related displacement and migration are 
 also those that have contributed least to the 
 changing climate; that is to say, lower-income 
 countries (LICs). Given this imbalance between 
 LICs’ contribution to and impacts from climate 
 change, high-income countries (HICs), including 


A boy walks 
 home from 
 school near 
 Aberao village in 
 Kiribati. Kiribati 
 is one of the 
 countries most 
 affected by sea 
 level rise. During 
 high tide many 
 villages become 
 inundated 
 making large 
 parts of 
 the villages 
 uninhabitable.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



In 2020 alone, weather-related events  were linked to 30.1 million new internal  displacements, including 9.8 million  new displacements of children.



FUTURES AT RISK: PROTECTING THE RIGHTS  



OF CHILDREN ON THE MOVE IN A CHANGING CLIMATE



(6)climate change mitigation and adaptation. To do 
 this, HICs, including the UK, must act rapidly 
 to reduce carbon emissions, reaching net 
 zero as soon as possible. The UK has already 
 set out an ambitious target to achieve net zero 
 emissions by 2050 – a welcome commitment 
 that must be fully implemented and mirrored by 
 other HICs. The positive impact this could have 
 on the rights of people at risk of displacement 
 is clear: across five countries in South Asia 
 alone, limiting global warming to an increase of 
 between 1.5°C and 2°C could protect more than 
 44 million people from displacement by 2050.



DEFINITIONS, DRIVERS,    AND PATTERNS 


Defining climate change-related displacement 
 and migration is as challenging as it is to 
 measure. Many different terms are used for 
 human movement related to weather and 
 climate change, including environmental 
 migration, climate displacement and migration, 
 human movement in the context of climate 
 change, and climate refugees, among others. 


Climate change-related displacement and 
 migration can generally be grouped into four 
 categories: displacement, migration, planned 
 relocation, and immobility. 


Displacement related to climate change is 
 associated with involuntary movement, often 
 caused by the threat or effects of a sudden 


or slow onset disaster. Displaced families will 
 often move suddenly, for the short-term, and 
 usually internally or immediately cross-border.


Migration related to climate change is a form of 
 movement that implies (at least to some degree) 
 that the move is voluntary. While migration implies 
 voluntariness, there remains a question about 
 the degree to which any climate change-related 
 move is voluntary. Migration is usually long-term, 
 if not permanent, and (as with displacement) 
 often occurs internally or immediately cross-
 border. The causes of migration are complex and 
 intersecting, related not only to the direct impacts 
 of the changing climate, such as sea level rise 
 and increasing frequency of droughts, but also 
 subsequent economic impacts that can challenge 
 families’ livelihoods. 


Another form of climate change-related 
 displacement and migration (in the broadest 
 sense) is planned relocation. Planned 
 relocation is a process by which the State 
 assists persons or groups of persons to 
 move away from their homes to new places, 
 temporarily or permanently, and occurs within 
 national borders.


In exploring this issue, it is important also to 
 recognise those communities and individuals 
 that do not, choose not to, or cannot move. 


These populations are sometimes referred to as 


‘trapped’ or ‘voluntarily immobile’, though we 
 use the term immobility. 


Children play 
 on a fallen tree 
 that came down 
 during Cyclone 
 Pam and crushed 
 a car on the 
 outskirts of Port 
 Vila in Vanuatu.



Limiting global warming to an  increase of between 1.5°C and 2°C  could protect more than 44 million  people from displacement by 2050.
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COMPOUNDING    VULNERABILITIES


Children are not a uniform nor homogenous 
 group. As such, care must be given to the 
 unique needs of particular children as we 
 look to address the impacts of climate 
 change-related displacement and migration. 


Some children, including girls, children with 
 disabilities, and children living in conflict-
 settings or displaced by conflict, experience 
 compounding vulnerabilities that can further 
 limit their access to education and health 
 systems.



EDUCATION    SYSTEMS 


Articles 28 and 29 of the UN Convention on the 
 Rights of the Child (UNCRC) set out every child’s 
 right to a quality education. And yet, around the 
 world, 258 million children and youth are out of 
 school, and more than half of children living in 
 low- and middle-income countries are unable 
 to read a simple story by the age of 10. Climate 
 change-related displacement and migration 
 thus adds another layer of complexity to the 
 existing learning crisis. 


The obstacles faced by children affected by 
 climate change-related displacement and 
 migration include disruption in emergencies, 
 as well as systemic and administrative, 
 geographical, economic, sociocultural, and 
 legal barriers. While more research is needed, 
 emerging solutions offer possibilities for 
 strengthening education systems to support 
 the needs of children migrating or displaced in 
 the context of climate change. 


Two mothers
 play with their
 toddlers after
 visiting the
 health centre in 
 Alta Verapaz,
 north-central 
 Guatemala.


© UNICEF/Willocq © UNICEF



Around the world, 258 million

children and youth are out

of school.



(8)In addition to these barriers, compounding 
 factors further hinder displaced or migrating 
 children’s access to education. Harmful gender 
 norms and dynamics, for instance, intersect 
 with climate change-related displacement 
 and migration to further obstruct access to 
 education for girls. Indeed, girls in displaced 
 and migrating families in need of labour and 
 domestic support are among the first to be 
 pulled out of school and often bear the brunt 
 of supporting mothers in the household. 


Challenges associated with mental health can 
 further compound the barriers children face in 


education, as children affected by trauma can 
 find it difficult to concentrate and may exhibit  
 anti-social behaviour as they work through their 
 complex emotions. 


Even if children are in education, attainment 
 and completion can prove difficult. It is well-
 documented that moving can affect children’s 
 academic performance and school retention, 
 with children displaced by conflict often falling 
 behind their non-displaced peers both in terms 
 of enrolment and achievement. 



Challenges


Disruption in weather-related emergencies



Emerging solutions


Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), as part of  
 risk-informed education programming
 Indigenous knowledge 


Community awareness 


Strong literacy foundations prior to  
 displacement or migration 


Flexible pathways to return to the classroom
 Catch-up learning 


Teacher training to support students falling 
 behind 


Systems strengthening and resilience 


Integrating education into national adaptation 
 plans and strategies 


Temporary learning facilities 


Preparing inclusive distance learning materials 
 Teacher training for remote learning 


Investment in socioeconomic development  
 of communities 


Offering additional services in school
 Supporting skills development to prepare  
 learners facing displacement or migration
 Developing welcoming environments for 
 displaced and migrant children


Language-in-education policies


Securing high-level support for integrating 
 displaced or migrating children  


Effective policies to integrate displaced and 
 migrant children into education systems
 Securing high-level support for integrating 
 displaced or migrating children 


Systemic/administrative barriers, 
 such as inflexible curricula and 
 overcrowded classrooms


Geographical barriers, such as impossible, 
 long, or dangerous journeys to school 


Economic barriers, such as unaffordable 
 school fees or the need to support the 
 family through work 


Sociocultural barriers, such as xenophobia 
 and discrimination 


Legal barriers, such as lack of legal 
 documentation 



Challenges and Emerging Solutions in Education Systems
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HEALTH SYSTEMS 


Article 24 of the UNCRC sets out every child’s 
 right to the highest attainable standard of 
 health. Yet hundreds of millions of children 
 around the globe do not have access to 
 healthcare. Millions more lack access to safe 
 drinking water, adequate nutrition, and water, 
 sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) facilities – all 
 factors affecting children’s health. Without 
 proper planning, climate change-related 
 displacement and migration threatens to 
 weaken health systems, exacerbate health 
 challenges for children around the globe, and 
 stall progress toward global health commitments. 


The impacts of displacement, migration, and 
 climate change have already been felt by health 
 systems, children’s health, and children’s 
 access to health services. Understanding the 
 multitude of health challenges that children 
 may face is essential to strengthening 
 health systems and ensuring that services 
 are accessible to all. Importantly, working 
 to achieve universal health coverage by 
 investing in primary healthcare should be  
 the foundation of all health systems 
 strengthening efforts.



Challenges


Disruption in weather-related 
 emergencies



Emerging solutions


Incorporating DRR strategies into health sector 
 planning


Developing contingency plans for the deployment 
 of health personnel and resources during and 
 after disasters 


Utilising mobile health clinics during emergencies
 Working toward free at the point of use  


primary care


Eliminating legal obstacles to accessing care for 
 all migrant populations 


Using firewalls to protect migrant and displaced 
 populations’ access to care


Training healthcare workers to provide  
 culturally appropriate, gender-sensitive and  
 child-friendly care 


Investing in on-site or phone-based translation 
 services 


Providing culturally and linguistically appropriate 
 information to migrant and displaced populations
 Developing cloud-based medical record systems 


Relocating community clinics and NGO service 
 providers to areas with limited access to services 
 Utilising home-based community health  


Economic barriers, such as  
 out-of-pocket expenses 


Legal barriers, such as barriers to healthcare 
 for children without documentation


Sociocultural barriers, such as xenophobia 
 and discrimination 


Administrative barriers, such as lost or 
 destroyed medical records  


Geographical barriers, such as a lack of 
 rural facilities 



Challenges and Emerging Solutions in Health Systems



(10)In addition to the barriers already identified, girls, 
 children experiencing poor mental health and 
 trauma, and those living in urban settlements 
 face unique and additional challenges in 
 accessing healthcare. Lack of gender-sensitive 
 services and stigma surrounding sexual and 
 reproductive health and rights may prevent girls 
 from accessing contraception or lead to 


disruptions in menstrual hygiene management, 
 a phenomenon that has been well-documented 
 in humanitarian settings. Migrant and displaced 
 adolescent girls may also be at risk of becoming 
 pregnant without access to reproductive 


counselling or comprehensive prenatal or 
 maternal support. In addition, children affected 
 by climate change-related displacement and 
 migration may face mental health challenges, 
 such as trauma following disasters or stress and 
 anxiety due to disruption in family and 


community ties. Finally, children in urban 
 settlements face a unique set of additional 
 vulnerabilities, as the cities and poorer urban 
 areas within which their families reside 
 contribute to poor health outcomes and often 
 lack accessible health services. 


© UNICEF/Page


A father carries his daughter across 
 flooded land in Sindh, Pakistan.



Article 24 of the UNCRC sets out every 

child’s right to the highest attainable 

standard of health. Yet hundreds of 

millions of children around the globe do 

not have access to healthcare.



(11)As climate change-related displacement and migration 
 increases, ensuring that children can continue to realise 
 their rights to education and health is the role of all 
 UNCRC duty bearers around the world, including the 
 UK. Without urgent action, displaced and migrating 
 children will encounter systems that are unprepared to 
 support their needs, putting their lives and futures at risk.  


But by preparing now, these same systems can 
 be adapted and built to minimise disruption and 
 ensure no child is left without access to education 
 or health services. 


Addressing climate change-related displacement 
 and migration is also critical to achieving the UK 
 Government’s Manifesto commitments: with girls 
 disproportionately affected by the challenges ahead, 
 supporting systems strengthening in the context of 
 climate change and related migration and displacement 
 is critical to delivering 12 years of quality education for 
 every girl. And in order to end preventable child deaths, 
 the UK Government must recognise and support children 
 under five who are at increased risk as their families are 
 on the move due to the effects of climate change. 


In addition to establishing the technical facility, the UK Government can support the rights of 
 children affected by climate change-related displacement and migration by:   


Addressing and limiting climate change


Fully realise its commitment to achieve net zero emissions by 2050 and encourage other 
 HICs to make a similar pledge at COP26. 


Supporting data and evidence collection  


Invest in data and evidence for children affected by climate change-related displacement 
 and migration by joining the International Data Alliance for Children on the Move and 
 investing in collection of climate change-related data through this platform by COP26. 


Raising awareness and championing children affected by climate change-related 
 displacement and migration 


Use the UK’s role as a leading international donor to champion the rights of children 
 affected by climate change-related displacement and migration, ensuring they are 
 highlighted in key COP26 outputs and discussions. 



Core recommendation


The UK Government should support the rights and needs of displaced and migrating children 
 in the context of climate change by facilitating cross-sectoral collaboration through 
 the establishment of a technical facility on climate change-related displacement and 
 migration and child rights. 


This facility should comprise practitioners, experts, academics, youth, civil society, and 


government representatives from across the health, education, migration, and climate sectors, 
 providing a platform to share knowledge and best practice on systems strengthening in the 
 context of climate change-related displacement and migration. The facility should be  
 launched at COP26, aligning with the UK Government’s priorities on climate change 
 adaptation and resilience.



RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE UK GOVERNMENT



(12)
At the systems level, the UK Government should use the emerging solutions laid out  in this report to inform and inspire their work on system strengthening, resilience,  and preparedness. Concretely, these emerging solutions can be promoted by the UK  Government through: 



Conclusion 


Climate change is having, and will continue to have, 
 an impact on children and their rights. As global 
 temperatures increase, children and their families will 
 increasingly feel its effects, and – in the most severe 
 cases – be forced to leave their homes. With the future 
 patterns of climate change set out, education and 
 health systems must be built to withstand the shocks 
 we know are coming. 


This year, 2021, offers a poignant opportunity to put the 
 rights of children affected by climate change-related 
 displacement and migration front and centre. With key 
 education and health events throughout the year, as well 
 as COP26 in November 2021, the UK Government has 
 the chance to lead a course to deliver resilient education 
 and health systems that address these children’s needs. 


The opportunity is clear and the need urgent. The UK 
 Government must act now to support the right to 
 education and health, for every child.



EDUCATION HEALTH


Committing to long-term 
 systems strengthening 
 in education and health 
 programming 


Connect UK Aid to long term 
 systems strengthening results 
 through all plans, programmes, 
 and approaches 


Connect UK Aid to long term 
 health systems strengthening 
 results through all plans and 
 approaches, including the 
 publication of the Ending 
 Preventable Deaths Action Plan 
 and Health Systems Strengthening 
 Framework


Investing in the long-term 
 resilience and sustainability of 
 systems 


Deliver a successful Global 
 Partnership for Education 
 replenishment in 2021, reaching 
 US $5 billion, and using the Global 
 Education Summit to advance 
 education resilience 


Prioritise funding for Primary 
 Health Care that strengthens 
 health systems in bilateral 
 programming and invest in 
 multilaterals that centre health 
 systems strengthening in their 
 strategies


Championing DRR and disaster 
 preparedness in education and 
 health systems 


Work with countries to embed 
 DRR and other emerging solutions 
 for education into National 


Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and 
 national climate change strategies 


Work with countries to incorporate 
 health sector planning into NAPs 
 and Health-NAPs


© UNICEF/Fazel



(13)The climate crisis is a child rights crisis. 


Though children are least responsible for the 
 global emissions that have led to the warming 
 of the planet, they feel the greatest impacts. 


And while climate change will have many 
 repercussions, an often overlooked but critically 
 important element is the likely increase of 
 human movement. 


Children, families, and communities around 
 the world have already been displaced due to 
 weather-related impacts, which can increase 
 in frequency or be intensified by climate 
 change. In 2020 alone, weather-related events 
 – whether or not climate change-related – were 
 already linked to 30.1 million new internal 
 displacements,1 including 9.8 million new 
 displacements of children.2 That equates to 
 almost 26,900 new weather-related child 
 displacements every day.


and Latin America over 143 million people 
 could migrate internally due to the impacts of 
 climate change by 2050.3 Importantly, the 
 uncertainty around exact predictions on 
 climate change-related displacement and 
 migration is in part due to the opportunity 
 – and responsibility – countries like the UK 
 have to stop catastrophic climate change. 


The number of children who will be affected 
 depends on taking climate action now. 


While figures are uncertain, what is clear is  
 that when families move and children are 
 displaced, access to education and health 
 services is often disrupted. As such, education 
 and health systems must be strengthened with 
 the future likelihood, patterns, and impacts 
 of climate change-related displacement and 
 migration in mind. Even more so than other 
 drivers of displacement and migration (such  
 as conflict), the timing, scale, and location  


© UNICEF/Akash



INTRODUCTION


A child wades
 through flood 
 water on her 
 way to school  
 in northern
 Bangladesh.



In 2020, there were 9.8 million 

new weather-related internal 

displacements of children. 
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COVID-19 – another child rights crisis 


The COVID-19 pandemic that began in 2020 put the futures of millions of children around the 
 world at risk. UNICEF estimates that an additional 6,000 children were at risk of dying each 
 day during the pandemic due to disrupted access to health systems and decreased access to 
 food.4 At the peak of the global lockdowns, over 1.6 billion learners were out of school, and 
 schools were closed for 168 million children for an entire year.5 Those most affected were 
 also the most vulnerable, compounding existing disadvantages. The pandemic demonstrated 
 the fragility of education and health systems and the urgent need to strengthen systems to 
 prevent disruption during future crises. 


COVID-19 also highlighted the challenges faced by families that had migrated to cities to find 
 work, including in India. With strict lockdown enforced and factories and businesses shut, 
 families were unable to support themselves as their daily subsistence wage evaporated. In 
 response, many tried to return to their familial villages, sometimes walking long distances if 
 they could not get train transport.6 With the intensifying impacts of climate change likely to 
 increase the number of families moving to cities to find alternative livelihoods, populations 
 at risk from a similarly precarious financial situation will only grow. This is especially true as 
 climate change is also linked to an increasing likelihood of future pandemics.7


So, as the impacts of COVID-19 have impinged on children’s rights around the world and 
 put many families in devastating situations, they have also shone a spotlight on the need to 
 accelerate action on building resilient education and health systems. The scale of disruption 
 demands attention and encourages innovation for resilience building. The lessons from 
 COVID-19 must be captured and learned in order to ensure that no child sees their future put 
 at risk in this way ever again. 


The United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
 the Child (UNCRC) clearly sets out the rights of 
 every child, with Articles 24 and 28 enshrining 
 the rights to health and education, respectively. 


Importantly, when children are displaced or 
 migrate, these rights move with them. As 
 such, building and strengthening systems that 
 can support every child’s rights, regardless 
 of their locality or immigration status, will be 
 critical to realising States’ roles as duty bearers 
 under the UNCRC. The UK Government signed 
 the UNCRC in 1991 and has been committed to 
 protecting the rights of every child ever since. 


As President of COP26, the UK Government 
 now has the opportunity to lead countries 
 to come together to plan for the needs and 
 aspirations of children affected by climate 
 change-related displacement and migration. 


This report explores how climate change-
 related displacement and migration does and 
 will impact education and health systems, 
 limiting children’s realisation of their rights 
 in the process. Through analysis of existing 
 research and evidence coupled with examples 
 from UNICEF’s programmes around the 
 world, a picture of the likely impacts of climate 
 change-related displacement and migration – 
 and suggested responses to it – emerges. The 
 report concludes with recommendations for 
 how the UK Government can work to support 
 the implementation of these emerging solutions 
 and protect the rights of affected children, now 
 and in the future.     



As President of COP26, the UK Government 

now has the opportunity to lead countries 

to come together to plan for the needs and 

aspirations of children affected by climate 

change-related displacement and migration.



(15)As a report by the UK Committee for UNICEF 
 (UNICEF UK), this research primarily focuses 
 on laying out the global impacts of climate 
 change-related migration and displacement and 
 how the UK Government can support affected 
 children’s rights. The report takes a global 
 approach offering a high-level overview of  
 the patterns, impacts, challenges, and 
 emerging solutions. 


This necessarily limits the ability of the 
 research to explore the unique local, national, 
 and regional impacts of climate change-
 related displacement and migration, though 
 the authors have sought local examples and 
 expertise where possible. Though limited 
 research exists on the nexus of climate change, 
 migration and displacement, and child rights, 
 inferences and links can be made by exploring 
 other forms of human mobility, including 
 conflict-related displacement. The authors 
 acknowledge that significantly more research  
 is needed in this area.



SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS    OF THE RESEARCH


Students with tablets at a 
 school in Niamey, Niger. 


UNICEF provided the school 
 with child-friendly tablets, 


featuring off-line educational 
 content adapted to the local 
 context and curriculum.  


The tablets are solar powered.
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(16)The countries most affected by climate change 
 and related displacement and migration are 
 also those that have contributed least to the 
 changing climate; that is to say, lower-income 
 countries (LICs).8 These countries also face 
 additional vulnerabilities due to poverty, poor 
 infrastructure, existing challenges in education 
 and health provision, and dependency 


on agricultural livelihoods, among other 
 challenges.9 Given the imbalance between 
 LICs and high-income countries (HICs) in terms 
 of contribution and impact, the latter have a 
 responsibility to support those communities 
 affected by the disasters of their climate 
 emissions, including displaced and migrating 
 children and their families. 


And while some level of migration and 
 displacement is inevitable, mitigation and 
 adaptation efforts are critical to reducing the 
 negative impacts of climate change. To do this, 
 HICs, including the UK, must act rapidly 
 to reduce carbon emissions, reaching net 
 zero as soon as possible. The UK has already 
 set out an ambitious target to achieve net zero 
 emissions by 2050 – a welcome commitment 
 that must be fully implemented and mirrored by 
 other HICs. The positive impact this could have 
 on the rights of people at risk of displacement is 
 clear; across five countries in South Asia alone, 
 limiting global temperature rises to between 
 1.5°C and 2°C could protect more than 44 
 million people from displacement by 2050.10
 In addition, supporting adaptation efforts 
 – including efforts to reduce displacement 
 and allow for regular and safe migration – is 
 necessary to protect children and their rights. 


The UK’s adaptation agenda at COP26 is 
 welcome, but must also consider displacement 
 and migration in the changing climate, or put 
 the futures of millions of children at risk.



ADDRESSING AND PREVENTING  CLIMATE CHANGE


Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, is 
 among the fastest growing megacities in 
 the world, with climate stresses playing a 
 major role in families moving to the city. 
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High-income countries (HICs) have a

responsibility to support lower-income 

countries (LICs) affected by the impact  

of their emissions.



(17)Climate change-related displacement and 
 migration is a complex concept, often 
 challenging to define and distinguish.  


While labelling exact instances of this 
 phenomenon may be difficult, the impacts  
 are qualitatively evident. 


Moreover, historical events show that floods, 
 droughts, tropical storms, and other weather-
 related impacts have major implications for 
 children’s access to education and health.  


With the increase of these events – and other 
 slow-onset disasters – due to the changing 
 climate, the impacts are similarly likely to 
 increase, if careful planning is not undertaken.  



DEFINITIONS 


The terminology invoked around climate 
 change and human movement is diverse.  


Terms include: 


Climate change-related mobility 


Climate migration or climate displacement 
 Climigration


Climate-linked or climate-induced migration 
 and displacement 


Human mobility in the context of  
 climate change1


Displacement due to human induced  
 climate change


Uprooted by climate change 


Displacement and distress migration 
 Environmental migration2


Environmental displacement
 Climate refugees3


1  East Africa – Peru – India Climate Capacities (EPICC), 
 Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research
 2  International Organization for Migration


3  The term climate refugee is not accurate as a refugee 
 is a legal status defined and protected in international 
 law through the 1951 Refugee Convention. 



DEFINITIONS, DRIVERS  AND  PATTERNS


Hurricane Irma hit the Caribbean in 
 September 2017, causing damage 
 in excess of $13 billion and putting 
 hundreds of thousands of children 
 and families in danger.
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CLIMATE CHANGE-RELATED DISPLACEMENT AND MIGRATION 



(18)For the purposes of this report, we use the 
 broad (though admittedly imperfect) term 
 climate change-related displacement and 
 migration. This encapsulates the varied 
 impacts of climate change-linked human 
 mobility, covering the spectrum of voluntary 
 and involuntary movement as well as domestic 
 and international moves. We also use the term 
 to refer to both sudden-onset displacement 
 associated with climate change, such as 
 displacement immediately following storms, 
 and slow-onset migration, such as migration 
 driven by the impacts of increasing and 
 intensifying droughts or soil salinisation. 



Self-identification  


Families affected by climate change-related 
 displacement and migration do not always 
 identify as being impacted by climate 


change. In the Maldives, for instance, families 
 considering migration chiefly highlighted 


‘a better standard of living via improved 
 services, better living conditions, and more 
 job opportunities’ as the rationale behind their 
 move, with the ‘potential of future impacts due 
 to climate change’ rarely identified.11 This can 
 lead to a challenging power dynamic between 
 displaced and migrating populations and 
 researchers, governments, and practitioners 
 when determining if an individual or family is 
 displaced by climate change. 


© UNICEF/Franco



There are questions surrounding   the voluntary nature of any migration  related to climate change.


A family affected by Cyclone  
Eloise walks to a relocation centre in 
Mozambique, seeking shelter and aid.



(19)
DRIVERS   



AND PATTERNS 


The impacts of climate change lead to complex 
 environmental, social, and economic changes 
 that can have both short-term and long-term 
 consequences for human mobility.12 Climate 
 change-related displacement and migration 
 can generally be grouped into four categories: 


displacement, migration, planned relocation, 
 and immobility. 



Displacement 


Displacement related to climate change is 
 associated with involuntary movement, often 
 caused by the threat or effects of a sudden 
 or slow onset disaster. For many families, 
 displacement is sudden in nature, short-term, 
 and usually occurs internally or immediately 
 cross-border.13 This form of movement is 
 often associated with storms and floods, with 
 increases in storm-related displacement already 
 documented. For example, in the Caribbean 
 islands, internal displacement related to storms 
 and flooding increased six-fold in the 2014 to 
 2018 period compared to the 2009 to 2013 
 period.14 With general agreement among 
 the scientific community that Category 4 
 and 5 hurricanes will increase as a result of 
 climate change,15 displacement is only likely to 
 increase in years to come. Other climate-related 
 disasters, including cyclones, could also impact 
 displacement, with high levels already reported 
 from cyclones in southern Africa, India, and 
 Bangladesh, among others.16


Slow-onset climate changes can also make it 
 difficult for families to stay in their homes and 
 lead to displacement. For instance, in ‘one 
 moderate future scenario, sea levels projected 
 by 2050 are high enough to threaten land 
 currently home to a total of 150 (140–170) 
 million people’.17 While some families use 
 forms of adaptation, including hard protection 
 and infrastructure, to remain in place, sea-level 
 rise can be linked to displacement.18 Indeed, 
 the Government of Bangladesh estimates 
 that 20 million people in the country could be 
 displaced in the next 40 years due to sea-level 
 rise.19 The Pacific Islands are among those 


Similarly, intensifying droughts can be linked 
 to displacement (although more evidence 
 is needed to conclusively link intensifying 
 droughts and climate change), with at least 
 250,000 drought-related new displacements in 
 2019 alone.21 Internal Displacement Monitoring 
 Centre (IDMC) notes ‘people become displaced 
 when their livelihoods reach a critical threshold 
 below which pastoralism or farming are 
 unsustainable’, such as in Ethiopia, where 
 one drought caused households in the Somali 
 region to lose up to 80% of their livestock.22
 Increasing forest fires, changing weather 
 patterns (including intensifying cold), and 
 other effects of slow-onset climate change can 
 further trigger displacement. 



Migration


Migration related to climate change is a form 
 of movement that implies (at least to some 
 degree) that the move is voluntary, though there 
 are questions surrounding the voluntary nature 
 of any migration related to climate change.23
 Migration is usually long-term, frequently 
 permanent, and often occurs internally or 
 immediately cross-border.24 The causes of 
 migration are complex and intersecting.


In addition to affecting the safety and 
sustainability of communities as highlighted 
above, slow-onset climate change can lead to 
significant economic damage over time and 
may even disrupt the economic structure of 
communities and societies, leading families to 
seek alternative livelihoods elsewhere. This can 
appear as a form of economic migration, with 
climate change acting as an amplifier of other 
drivers of migration in challenging contexts.25
Indeed, a 2020 study from ActionAid found 
that rural communities across five countries in 
South Asia unanimously stated ‘that families 
are pushed to migrate mainly because of 
uncertainty of income from agriculture due to 
pests and diseases, reduced water availability, 
drying of water sources, and the erratic 
pattern of rainfall.’26 Similar examples have 
been observed around the world, with erratic 
rainfall patterns in the Western Highlands of 
Guatemala driving some families to migrate 
to the United States as their agricultural 
livelihoods became unstable.27 Climate change-



(20)In addition to seeking survival for their families, 
 some climate change-related migration can 
 appear as people wanting to provide better 
 lives for their families. As such, education and 
 skills can be a driver of migration, particularly 
 if families are experiencing environmental or 
 livelihood degradation year-on-year. In the 
 state of Uttarakhand, northern India, families 
 identified education as one of the three main 
 drivers of migration, although increasing strain 
 on agricultural production may have initially 
 influenced population movement. Indeed, very 
 few young people are left in the mountain 
 villages, instead seeking opportunities in the 
 lower-level plains cities.31


Another key factor influencing some family 
 members’ decision to leave their home, 
 particularly in the context of dwindling 


livelihood opportunities, is the ability to 
 offer support to their families through 


remittances. Remittances provide an important 
 source of income for economically poor 


families around the world, with many relying 
 on these funds to support their daily lives. For 
 instance, in Somalia, about half of households 
 rely on remittances to cover their basic 
 needs.32 In Tanzania, where droughts have 
 made it difficult for members of the Maasai 
 community to keep their livestock, many 
 have migrated to cities to earn income and 
 send remittances to their families to support 
 school fees and healthcare costs.33 In India, 
 remittances sent by the country’s 100 million 
 internal migrants ‘represents a flow of money 
 that is eight times greater than the Indian 
 state’s combined expenditure on education 
 and health.’34 Remittances have also been 



CLIMATE-RESILIENT, MIGRANT-FRIENDLY CITIES AND TOWNS: BANGLADESH 


Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, is among the 
 fastest growing megacities in the world, with climate 
 stresses playing a major role in urbanisation.28 With 
 one in every seven people in Bangladesh estimated 
 to be displaced by climate change by 2050, the need 
 to find alternative resettlement locations is both 
 clear and urgent.29 To address this, the International 
 Centre for Climate Change and Development (ICCAD) 
 is advocating for the Government of Bangladesh to 
 build and support secondary towns. These towns 


would be both climate resilient and migrant-friendly, 
 offering opportunities for families and communities 
 affected by climate change-related displacement and 
 migration to start new and more sustainable lives in 
 these urban centres. In order to create a ‘pull’ factor 
 towards these secondary cities, support for education 
 and healthcare, among other services, is suggested. 


This further creates an opportunity to use climate 
 change-related displacement and migration as a way 
 of supporting the realisation of children’s rights.30
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A family walks beside 
a busy road in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh.



(21)found to be a possible source of support for 
 climate adaptation, such as if they are used 
 for protection against climate change-related 
 hazards.35


Finally, while climate change-related 
 displacement and migration is increasing, 
 human movement linked to weather is 
 neither new nor necessarily undesirable. 


Nomadic lifestyles and seasonal or circular 
 migration are both long-held traditions in 
 many communities around the world. However, 
 climate change can disrupt these patterns and 
 put livelihoods at risk if historic annual weather 
 patterns alter. This could cause families to leave 
 their traditional lifestyles and find alternative 
 sources of income. 



Planned relocation 


Another form of climate change-related 
 displacement and migration (in the broadest 
 sense) is planned relocation. Planned 
 relocation is ‘a planned process in which 
 persons or groups of persons move or are 
 assisted to move away from their homes or 
 places of temporary residence, are settled in a 
 new location, and provided with the conditions 
 for rebuilding their lives.’36 It is undertaken 
 by the State within national borders and can 
 occur at the individual, household, or local 
 level.37 In just one example, the Republic of 
 Fiji has already developed planned relocation 
 guidelines in order to successfully implement 
 future community movements.38



Immobility


In exploring climate change-related 


displacement and migration, it is important also 
 to recognise those communities and individuals 
 that do not, choose not to, or cannot move. 


These populations are sometimes referred to as 


‘trapped’39 or ‘voluntarily immobile’, 40 though 
 we use the broad term immobile in this report. 


Children in immobile families are often absent 
 from the discourse, with focus placed on those 
 who are displaced or migrating. However, 
 immobility is a critical factor that could limit 
 children’s access to education and health 
 services, particularly if services are abandoned 
 or relocated away from their homes. As 
 such, children from immobile families and 
 communities are included when we discuss 
 children impacted by climate change-related 
 displacement and migration. 



Multiple relocations 


It is also worth noting that displaced or 
 migrating families are not immune from being 
 uprooted again. A study from ActionAid 
 highlighted the experience of one resident in 
 the Sundarbans delta (South Asia): ‘The current 
 [house] is my fifth, as the rest have been 
 gobbled up by the sea’, going on to note ‘even 
 here, the sea is gradually coming closer, and 
 high tide completely inundates my home.’41 In 
 Uttarakhand, northern India, projections for the 
 future climate show rising temperatures in the 
 lower plains (home to the state’s cities) which 
 mean families migrating from their agricultural 
 communities in the mountains may find that 
 living in the plains becomes unbearable and 
 they could be forced to return to the mountains 
 as climate change continues.42


Taniela, 13, 
 stands in front 
 of the wreckage 
 of his home, 
 after flood 
 waters during 
 Cyclone Yasa 
 tore through 
 his village in 
 Cakaudrove, Fiji.
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(22)
Kampala Convention 


The African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced 
 Persons in Africa, also known as the Kampala Convention, was adopted in 2009 and entered 
 into force in 2013. It is ‘the world’s only legally binding regional instrument on internal 
 displacement’.43 The Convention aims to: 


1)  address the root causes of internal displacement and support durable solutions, 
 2)  establish a legal framework for preventing internal displacement and supporting 


internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Africa


3)  promote durable solutions, mutual support, and solidarity to combat and address 
 internal displacement


4)  set out States’ responsibilities in relation to preventing internal displacement and 
 protecting IDPs, and 


5)  set out other stakeholders’ responsibilities in relation to preventing international 
 displacement and protecting IDPs.44


  The Convention instructs States to ‘Provide internally displaced persons to the fullest extent 
 practicable and with the least possible delay, with adequate humanitarian assistance, 
 which shall include food, water, shelter, medical care and other health services, sanitation, 
 education, and any other necessary social services, and where appropriate, extend such 
 assistance to local and host communities;’ while also acknowledging the unique needs of 
 children (included unaccompanied and separated children).


As internal displacement increases as a result of climate change, similar measures could be 
 adopted nationally, regionally, or globally, in order to provide legal support for those affected 
 by climate change-related displacement and migration. 


Abdullah, 15, 
 lives in a poor 
 neighbourhood 
 in Sabah, 
 Malaysia. There 
 are thousands of 
 stateless
 children in 
 Sabah who 
 have become 
 marginalised due 
 to their status.
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(23)As of 2020, 36 million children were 
 international migrants, including roughly 14 
 million refugee and asylum-seeking children.45
 In addition, for 2020 it was estimated that 
 23 million children were living in internal 
 displacement due to conflict and disasters.46
 And yet, the unique needs and capacities of 
 children are often overlooked in the migration 
 and displacement discourse. 


While the statistics for migration in general 
 and for conflict or crisis-related displacements 
 are usually better documented, statistics 
 on children displaced or migrating for 
 reasons related to climate change are less 
 straightforward. This is in part due to the 
 challenge of identifying climate change-
 related displacement and migration itself, as 
 well as a general lack of age disaggregated 
 data, particularly for internal displacement. 


Indeed, IDMC notes that ‘out of the nearly 50 
 countries and territories for which [it] was able 


to estimate the total number of IDPs [internally 
 displaced persons] in 2018, only 14 per cent 
 provided age disaggregation, and only one in 
 four did so systematically.’47


However, with climate change likely to increase 
 the frequency and intensity of weather-related 
 events, their effects on the displacement of 
 children is critical. UNICEF estimates that 
 children represented roughly one in three of all 
 weather-related displacements in 2020, with  
 9.8 million of the 30.1 million new weather-
 related internal displacements affecting 
 those under the age of 18.48 This equates 
 to almost 26,900 new weather-related child 
 displacements every day.



ESTIMATES OF CHILDREN AFFECTED



CLIMATE CHANGE-RELATED DISPLACEMENT AND MIGRATION 


over 900,000



This equates to almost  



26,900 new weather-related   child displacements every day.



NEW WEATHER-RELATED DISPLACEMENTS OF CHILDREN IN 2020 


INDIA


CHINA
 USA


BANGLADESH VIET NAM


PHILIPPINES
 SOMALIA


HONDURAS
 COUNTRIES


Eight countries with  
the most new weather-
related displacements.



(24)
An urgent need for more and better  data and evidence 


A recurring theme in research on climate 
 change-related displacement and migration is 
 the need for more and better data. There is 
 both a lack of quantitative data in relation to 
 the existing or predicted numbers of people 
 displaced or migrating in relation to climate 
 change, and a lack of qualitative data on the 
 impacts. This is particularly true of children. The 
 systems-level impacts and the effects on child 
 rights thus require significantly more research 
 and analysis in order to effectively prepare 
 systems. This requires investment in data and 
 evidence-gathering, as well as intersectoral 
 collaboration to ensure the evidence is 
 disseminated and used by all parties. 


One way to support this data collection and 
 dissemination is through the International 
 Data Alliance for Children on the Move (IDAC). 


IDAC comprises governments, international 
 and regionals organisations, civil society, 
 academics, and think tanks in a global coalition 
 aimed at improving statistics and data related 
 to children on the move.49 IDAC, and other 
 intersectoral bodies, can provide significant 
 and necessary support in ensuring essential 
 data and evidence is collected, used, and 
 disseminated to a wide range of stakeholders. 


In addition to IDAC, a technical facility on climate 
 change-related displacement and migration 
 and child rights could enable the collection and 
 dissemination of quantitative and qualitative 
 data related to health and education systems-
 level impacts. While not the sole purpose of 
 the facility, global level data collection and 
 dissemination would necessarily underpin 
 the technical level discussions on health and 
 education. More and better data would facilitate 
 evidence-based policymaking in these sectors 
 and strengthen the work of the facility. 



Advancing action for children affected by climate change-related  displacement and migration: the case for a technical facility 


Children around the world are already being displaced or having to migrate for reasons linked 
 to the effects of climate change. And yet, too often conversations about these impacts, the 
 science behind climate change, and the critical role of migration policy are happening in 
 silos. This disconnected approach risks children and their needs falling through the gaps, as 
 experts within national contexts and around the world develop piecemeal, rather than holistic, 
 interventions to support those on the move in the context of climate change. 


To address these gaps, the UK Government should establish and launch at COP26 a technical 
 facility comprising practitioners, experts, academics, youth, civil society, and government 
 representatives from across the child rights (in particular health and education), migration, 
 and climate sectors. The technical facility would enable dialogue among technical experts, 
 providing a platform to share evidence and best practice on how to support children affected 
 by climate change-related displacement and migration. This evidence, generated in countries 
 already impacted and responding to the effects of climate change, would be used to prepare 
 systems likely to be affected further in future. With intersectoral collaboration essential to 
 delivering strong and resilient systems in the context of climate change in general, and in 
 terms of displacement and migration specifically, the case for this technical facility is clear. 


As a leader on the world stage in both education and health, domestically and internationally, 
the UK has a key role to play in establishing this facility and driving forward its success. In doing 
so, it would support the realisation of the child rights around the world, while simultaneously 
advancing the adaptation and resilience work that is central to the COP26 agenda. 



(25)
CASE STUDY



Using data for disaster preparedness in Indonesia


As the world’s largest archipelagic state, with more than 
 17,000 islands,50 Indonesia is vulnerable to a variety 
 of disasters including floods, droughts, landslides, 
 earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions. 


With projections of rising temperatures and sea 
 levels, coupled with more extreme rainfall patterns 
 due to climate change, the number of disasters is 
 only expected to increase; a trend that is already 
 taking place.51 According to government data, the 
 number of disasters recorded per year increased 
 from 143 in 2002 to 3,406 in 2018.52 These disasters 
 are disrupting children’s education: between 2004 
 and 2018, ten medium and large-scale disasters 
 damaged 47,568 schools, or 18% of the total number 
 of Indonesia’s schools.53 In addition to damaging 
 schools, these disasters also trigger displacement - 
 eliciting a further impact on children’s education. In 
 2019, disasters triggered 486,000 displacements in 
 Indonesia.54 While the challenges are immense, the 
 Government of Indonesia has proactively prepared for 
 disasters to minimise their impacts on children. 


In 2017, the Ministry of Education and Culture formed 
 the national Safe School Program, a flexible, dynamic 
 programme consisting of members across sectors 
 of government, which aims to facilitate disaster-
 safe schools across the country. The programme 
 maps out 10 steps to work toward disaster-safe 
 schools, including participatory risk assessments 
 with students and teachers, technical training 
 sessions for students and teachers, the development 
 of contingency plans, and the establishment of 
 schooled preparedness teams. Importantly, SPAB 
 prioritises a rights-based, interdisciplinary, and 
 intercultural approach. 


Complementing this work is a Disaster Risk Index 
 Map that uses mapping technology and basic 
 education data to map out schools and students in 
 Indonesia that are located in disaster prone areas.55
 UNICEF is currently developing a similar tool in the 
 health sector to map out health facilities’ vulnerability 
 to disaster. As the frequency and intensity of disasters 
 is only expected to increase due to climate change, 
 these tools will be critical to building stronger, more 
 climate resilient health and education systems. 
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Cello and her 
mum stand in 
front of a river 
that overflowed 
and flooded 
their home in 
East Jakarta, 
Indonesia.



(26)Policy, convention or framework Relevance for child rights and climate change-related displacement and migration 
 United Nations Framework on 


Climate Change (UNFCCC) (1992) The UNFCCC sets out a near universally agreed objective to realise ‘stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in 
 the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.’56
 The Framework sets the course for collective action to address climate change, recognising the shared burden and 
 impact across countries and the need to align climate change mitigation with economic and social development. The 
 Framework explicitly calls for Parties to ‘Take climate change considerations into account, to the extent feasible, in 
 their relevant social, economic and environmental policies and actions…with a view to minimizing adverse effects on 
 the economy, on public health and on the quality of the environment…’.57 The UNFCCC thus sets out the critical link 
 between social issues, including education and public health, and climate change.  


United Nations Convention on 
 the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 
 (1989)


The UNCRC is the most widely ratified international convention, agreed by 196 countries. This internationally binding 
 treaty outlines children’s rights across 54 articles, including Article 24 on health and Articles 28 and 29 on education. 


Included in Article 24 is also the right to a clean and healthy environment. Importantly, the UNCRC is underpinned 
 by four principles, including non-discrimination. All rights included in the Convention apply to all children equally, 
 regardless of who or where they are.


Guiding Principles on Internal 


Displacement (1998)  The Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement are considered the international standard on the rights of Internally 
 Displaced Persons (IDPs). The Principles seek to ‘address the specific needs of internally displaced persons worldwide 
 by identifying rights and guarantees relevant to their protection.’58 They recognise ‘natural or human-made disasters’ 


as a reason for internal displacement, and entitle children, among other groups, to the ‘special needs’ they require for 
 their protection during instances of internal displacement.59


The Principles further reiterate the rights of IDPs, including children, to education and health. Though not legally 
 binding, the Principles are used by many government and non-government agencies as a guiding document for  
 internal displacement. 


Warsaw International 
 Mechanism for Loss and 
 Damage associated with Climate 
 Change Impacts (WIM), 2013


Established in 2013 at COP19, the WIM seeks to: 


1) enhance knowledge on managing loss and damage risks,  


2) strengthen coordination across sectors and stakeholders associated with loss and damage, and  
 3) support finance and capacity building to address loss and damage.60


In its five-year rolling workplan, adopted in 2017, the Executive Committee agreed that ‘Enhanced cooperation and 
 facilitation in relation to human mobility, including migration, displacement and planned relocation’ would be a strategic 
 workstream.61 In addition to continuing the work of the Taskforce for Displacement, priority activities for 2019–21 
 include encouraging dialogue on minimising and addressing migration and displacement, ensuring continued dialogue 
 among stakeholders, and ‘seizing opportunities’ to engage in international processes associated with human mobility.62
 Sendai Framework for Disaster 


Risk Reduction (2015-30) The Sendai Framework calls for ‘The substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health and 
 in the economic, physical, social, cultural and environmental assets of persons, businesses, communities and countries’, 
 and recognises the links between climate change, disaster risks, and human rights.63 The Framework sets out four areas 
 for priority action: 


1) understanding disaster risk 
 2) strengthening governance 
 3) investing in DRR and resilience, and  
 4) enhancing preparedness.64


In relation to children, the Framework recognises children and youth as ‘agents of change’ and calls for their 
 involvement in DRR, including in relation to education.65 Health resilience is also a key part of the Framework.66
 Paris Agreement (2015) The Paris Agreement, agreed in 2015 and entered into force in 2016, is a legally binding treaty on climate change. 


Adopted by 196 countries, the Agreement sets out global ambition to keep global warming under 2°C and promote 
 efforts to keep to 1.5°C. 


The Agreement highlights the human rights obligations of States on ‘the right to health, the rights of indigenous 
 peoples, local communities, migrants, children, persons with disabilities and people in vulnerable situations and the 
 right to development, as well as gender equality, empowerment of women and intergenerational equity.’67


The Agreement includes language on the importance of education in relation to climate change. 


New York Declaration for 
 Refugees and Migrants (2016)
 Global Compact for Safe, Orderly 
 and Regular Migration (2018)
 Global Compact on  
 Refugees (2018)


The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants was unanimously adopted in 2016 by the UN General Assembly.  


The Declaration ‘paved the way’ for two global compacts: one on migration and one on refugees.68


Climate change is referenced in both the Global Compact on Migration and the Global Compact on Refugees. The 
 former devotes an entire section to ‘Natural disasters, the adverse effects of climate change, and environmental 
 degradation.’69 UNHCR considers that the latter ‘effectively acknowledges and addresses the reality of increasing 
 displacement in the context of disasters, environmental degradation and climate change, and provides a basis for 
 measures to tackle the many challenges arising in this area.’70 However, the Global Compacts are non-binding, which 
 can affect their full implementation.



GLOBAL POLICIES AND FRAMEWORKS 



(27)Those affected by climate change-related 
 displacement and migration are not a 
 homogenous group. Gender, conflict, and 
 disability can all lead to additional vulnerabilities 
 that compound and intersect with the 


challenges faced by migrating and displaced 
 families in the context of climate change.



GENDER 


As with climate change itself, climate  


change-related displacement and migration is 
 a gendered issue. Women are often at greatest 
 risk of displacement, with the United Nations 
 Development Programme (UNDP) suggesting 
 that 80% of climate displaced people are 
 women.71


Research has highlighted the gendered impacts 
 of displacement, migration, and climate change, 
 with women and girls affected by gender-based 
 violence, early and forced child marriage, fewer 
 social and democratic opportunities, and higher 
 rates of deprivation and poverty.72 Globally, 


‘the share of international female migrants 
 in unskilled and semi-skilled jobs is higher 
 in comparison to their male counterparts’,73
 suggesting that women may be less likely to 
 achieve a sustainable livelihood after migration. 



COMPOUNDING VULNERABILITIES 


A woman collects rainwater on 
 a road during a drought in the 
 south of Madagascar in 2021. 


Here, vulnerable families struggle 
 daily for water and many children 
 suffer from severe malnutrition.



Climate change-related  displacement and migration  is a gendered issue
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