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The need for a National GIS has been felt 
 for long. With technology developing at 
 breakneck speed and a base map needed 
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Indian industry leaders share their 
 views on the ongoing trends and how 
 the geospatial industry will unfold in 
 the near future


INTERVIEWS
 Simon Musäus,
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 Maj Gen(Dr) B Nagarajan
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Geospatial industry can surge even 
 further if it develops viable business 
 models and gives due importance to 
 innovation
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GIS can better enable government 
 authorities to deal with challenges 
 related to governing cities
 VERTICAL FOCUS


Restricted access and high cost of 
 spatial data are hindering the use of 
 geospatial technology to enhance 
 agriculture management in India
 UPDATE


Maps have proved to be vital in 
 expediting the relief work in Haiti 
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Geospatial companies have a lot on their  platter. With immense business prospects at  hand all of a sudden, companies are under  great pressure to prove their mettle. The  world has dramatically changed for Indian  geospatial companies, which were almost 



First Take


role of big IT companies 
 throwing their weight around. 


IT companies which realised 
 the potential of having a 
 strong GIS arm seized the 
 opportunity to spike their 
 balance sheets. The 
 negotiating power, argue 
 many participants, is 
 favouring big IT companies. 


The integration of IT and GIS 
 which was limited to rhetoric, 
 now seems to be turning into 
 a business reality. IT 
 companies have better 
 presence, strength and 
 bondage with users when it 
 comes to applications. Some 
 of the companies have 
 specialised domain practices 
 for the power sector as a part 
 of their system integration 
 business. 


Winning strategies kept 
 changing dynamically with 
 every bid. Savage price war 


indicates the painful cuts the 
 companies had to make in 
 their profit margins. Bidding 
 figures started tumbling down 
 to 10-15 per cent below the 
 budget. Understandably, 
 companies which have more 
 towns in their kitty brought 
 their negotiating power to the 
 table.  Having compromised 
 for reasonable profit margins, 
 the focus now seems to be on 
 increasing their top line 
 margins. They started giving 
 more importance to long-term 
 leasing rather than purchase 
 equipment. 


In all this, R-APDRP has 
 exposed some chinks in the 
 armour of these companies, 
 especially in regards to the 
 mobilisation of human 
 resources. As the work begins 
 simultaneously, experts feel 
 that companies may find it 
 difficult to cope up with the 
 pressure of finding required 
 resources. This will trigger 
 outsourcing the job to smaller 
 companies. 


The hot topic for GIS 
 companies will be on how to 
 engineer a strategy to execute 
 the work without 


compromising on the quality 
 of data. In the absence of an 


effective mechanism to check 
 the quality of data, 


digitisation may not suffer 
 much but they may find it 
 challenging to maintain the 
 quality of surveying work 
 for long. 


In these circumstances, the 
 companies have found 
 themselves ill-prepared to 
 handle projects of this 
 magnitude. With 18-month 
 deadline for completion and 
 penalty clause for delays, 
 companies need to strike a 
 balance between deliverables 
 and the quality of work.


While cash registers start 
 ringing, opportunity to behave 
 responsibly and demonstrate 
 geospatial excellence should 
 not be given a miss. That 
 concern aside, this project for 
 sure keeps the geospatial 
 market in the country buoyant 
 for some time to come.


Warm regards


Ramprasad
 Publications Director



NEXT ACT COULD BE THE HARDEST


under the state of hiatus till a 
 year ago.  With the 


announcement of R-APDRP, 
 India’s most revolutionary 
 infrastructure project in the 
 recent past, the Indian 
 geospatial sector is abuzz with 
 activity.  The companies are 
 now marching ahead in full 
 steam, except for a few 
 hiccups like litigation and 
 allegations of favouritism for 
 certain bidders by the 
 discoms. All the empanelled 
 geospatial service providers 
 have become suddenly 
 animated with price 
 negotiations and filing 
 documents. Activity of this 
 scale is certainly exciting and 
 rewarding for geospatial 
 companies.


At the time of going to press, 
 the bidding and awarding 
 process was still on. A picture 
 that started emerging is the 
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(6)Appreciating Nokia’s initiative 
 Amit Prasad, founder MD & 


CEO, SatNav Technologies 
 said, “The opening up of 
 navigation software for all 
 Nokia phones will make other 
 phone OEMs move from their 
 fence-sitting strategy and 
 work out a focussed plan for 
 maps and navigation. 


SatGuide offers maps with 
 navigation software to all 


phone OEMs and most of 
 them have been worried about 
 the bill of material (BOM) cost 
 addition even though our 
 pricing is the most 
 competitive. As a result, in 
 some models it is bundled, but 
 in many other models it is only 
 an optional add-on which 
 mostly is not communicated 
 well enough to the consumer 
 at the point of sale.”


okia has made the 



N
recent version of OVI 
 Maps free for download on its 
 smartphones. These maps 
 include all essential car and 
 pedestrian navigation 
 features, such as turn-by-turn 
 voice guidance for 74 
 countries in 46 languages, 
 traffic information for over 10 
 countries, in addition to 
 detailed maps for over 180 
 countries. 

he Ministry of Science & Technology, 



T
Government of India, and Bentley Systems 
 announced that the project designed by the 
 student team from Amity International School-
 Saket won top honors in the Future Cities India 
 2020 design competition. The project focussed on 
 the redevelopment of Chandni Chowk, one of the 
 oldest and busiest markets in central north Delhi.

At the awards ceremony, Dr R Siva Kumar, CEO 
 of NSDI and Head of NRDMS said, “On behalf of 


the Department, I congratulate all of the 
 students on their inspired design submissions. 


The rich history of Chandni Chowk, a once-
 vibrant-and-grand market, was the impetus for 
 these highly imaginative projects. The goal 
 was to recapture that vibrancy, creating 
 enhanced infrastructure for the district that 
 can better accommodate the city’s rapidly 
 growing population. These projects express a 
 unique vision for an environmentally and user-
 friendly market area.” 



Free OVI Maps on Nokia


hile addressing a 



W
function organised by 
 the Public Health Engineering 
 Department (PHED) in Assam, 
 Dr S K Subramanian, Head of 
 the Hydrology Division of the 
 National Remote Sensing 
 Centre (NRSC) said satellite 
 data and GIS technology 
 should be used to locate 
 groundwater zones to meet 
 the drinking water demand. 

SRO is planning to launch its 



I
first sun-bound satellite, 
 Aditya-1, which will travel 
 the outer solar atmosphere 
 and provide crucial 
 information about the sun. 

The satellite weights 100 kg 
 and is scheduled to be 
 launched in 2013. 
 According to the principal 
 investigator of the mission, 



Amity International School wins the  Future Cities India 2020 Competition 


He further said, using these 
 technologies, the 


groundwater zones can be 
 easily identified at a lesser 
 cost. Earlier, many deep tube 
 wells had to be abandoned 
 because of the failure to find 
 the adequate water-bearing 
 zones. But, the groundwater 
 sources are to be kept 
 sustainable throughout the 
 life of the water supply 
 Jagdev Singh, “The focus will 
 be on the low activity of the 
 sun and what happens if the 
 phenomenon were to continue 
 into the next decade. We 
 included this objective since 
 there is very low activity on 
 the sun. The solar cycle, which 
 by now should have entered 
 the high activity phase or 
 maxima, is not happening. 
 We see sunspots, but very 


schemes. Using NRSC maps, 
 10 states in the country are 
 able to achieve 85 to 90 per 
 cent success in tracking 
 groundwater resources. 
 To address the drinking water 
 problem, the Union Ministry of 
 Rural Development has 
 entrusted NRSC the 
 responsibility to prepare 
 groundwater maps with 
 modern technology.
 irregularly.” The satellite, 
 when launched, will observe 
 the sun for five to six years. 
 Based on the data, it will help 
 build a model of what happens 
 during low activity on the sun.



Tracking groundwater


he static testing of India’s largest solid fuel 



T
booster for launching heavier satellites 
 using the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch 
 Vehicle (GSLV-Mk III) has been successfully 
 accomplished. The testing was done at the 
 Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota in 
 Andhra Pradesh. According to ISRO officials, 

“The solid propellant booster (S200) will form 
 the strap-on stage for the GSLV-Mark III, which 
 is in advanced stage of development for 
 launching four-tonne class of communication 
 satellites.”


S200 is the third largest solid booster in the 
 world, while the first two positions are 
 occupied by the Reusable Solid Rocket Motor 
 (RSRM) solid booster of NASA Space Shuttle 
 and P230 solid booster of Arianespace Ariane-
 5, a launch service and solutions consortium of 
 European countries.



Fuel booster for launching heavy satellites  tested


Work-in-progress for 
 Chandrayaan-II


Chandrayaan-II is scheduled to be 
 launched in the first quarter of 
 2013. According to Mylswamy 
 Annadurai, Project Director, 
 Chandrayaan-I and II, the satellite 
 design is about to be finalised and 
 metal cutting is expected to start 
 soon. Unlike Chandrayaan-I that 
 had 11 equipment attached, only 
 few additional equipments would 
 be attached to Chandrayaan-II. 
 The Chandrayaan-II has been 
 planned to land on the moon and 
 make in situ chemical and mineral 
 analysis to confirm the discovery 
 of Chandrayaan-I.
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Garmin to use 
 DigitalGlobe’s maps


Garmin International Inc. is using 
 DigitalGlobe’s maps in a 
 subscription-based service that 
 allows hand-held navigation 
 device users download satellite 
 maps for use during hiking and 
 hunting. The BirdsEye satellite 
 and aerial imagery will overlay the 
 maps with the GPS unit’s standard 
 display. The maps feature 
 magnification of between 12 miles 
 and 20 feet in many parts of the 
 United States, enables users to 
 see terrain contours, nearby 
 buildings and other points of 
 interest clearly. 


Nav4All to be shut down


Global navigation of Nav4All and 
 its tracking & tracing service is 
 being shut down, as the data 
 license agreement with Navteq 
 was not extended, and it is not 
 possible to implement data from 
 another supplier within a short 
 span of time. As the Nav4All 
 navigation system was developed 
 for Navteq data, Nav4All has 
 therefore been constrained to 
 stop. In the past five years, 
 Nav4All had developed into one of 
 the largest navigation suppliers 
 with 27.5 million users in 56 
 languages, and is compatible with 
 different mobile telephones.



Aditya-1 to be launched soon


Amity International school-Saket, winner of Future Cities India 2020 design competition.



Autodesk partners  with AGDA 2010


Following the success in 2008 
 as a sponsor of the 12th AGDA  
 speaker tour, Autodesk has 
 signed on as an AGDA Premium 
 Partner 2010. Commenting on 
 the sponsorship, Paul Hellyer, 
 Business Development 
 Manager of Autodesk said, 


“Turnout was excellent... and 
 our message got to around 
 500 graphic designers; I’ve 
 been impressed so far working 
 with AGDA.” 
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The satellite will help build 
 a model of what happens 
 during low activity on the 
 sun.



NIIT Tech bags  Intranet Prahari  project


IIT Technologies has 



N
bagged ‘Intranet 
 Prahari,’ a turn-key project 
 from the Border Security Force 
 (BSF). Valued at Rs 228 crore, 
 the project involves complete 

set-up of infrastructure, 
 network and applications to 
 facilitate operations 
 management, integrated 
 financial activities and human 
 resources management. It will 
 be implemented by next 
 financial year and NIIT will 
 provide support till five years.


The project will help the BSF 
 in improving efficiency of the 
 force, its equipment and 
 logistics. Apart from the 
 hardware, network and 
 infrastructure, NIIT will deploy 
 the GIS for tracking 


movements of force, 
 equipments and logistics.


The project will help the 
 BSF in improving 
 efficiency of the force, its 
 equipment and logistics
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 Vehicle (GSLV-Mk III) has been successfully 
 accomplished. The testing was done at the 
 Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota in 
 Andhra Pradesh. According to ISRO officials, 

“The solid propellant booster (S200) will form 
 the strap-on stage for the GSLV-Mark III, which 
 is in advanced stage of development for 
 launching four-tonne class of communication 
 satellites.”


S200 is the third largest solid booster in the 
 world, while the first two positions are 
 occupied by the Reusable Solid Rocket Motor 
 (RSRM) solid booster of NASA Space Shuttle 
 and P230 solid booster of Arianespace Ariane-
 5, a launch service and solutions consortium of 
 European countries.



Fuel booster for launching heavy satellites  tested


Work-in-progress for 
 Chandrayaan-II


Chandrayaan-II is scheduled to be 
 launched in the first quarter of 
 2013. According to Mylswamy 
 Annadurai, Project Director, 
 Chandrayaan-I and II, the satellite 
 design is about to be finalised and 
 metal cutting is expected to start 
 soon. Unlike Chandrayaan-I that 
 had 11 equipment attached, only 
 few additional equipments would 
 be attached to Chandrayaan-II. 


The Chandrayaan-II has been 
 planned to land on the moon and 
 make in situ chemical and mineral 
 analysis to confirm the discovery 
 of Chandrayaan-I.
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Garmin to use 
 DigitalGlobe’s maps


Garmin International Inc. is using 
 DigitalGlobe’s maps in a 
 subscription-based service that 
 allows hand-held navigation 
 device users download satellite 
 maps for use during hiking and 
 hunting. The BirdsEye satellite 
 and aerial imagery will overlay the 
 maps with the GPS unit’s standard 
 display. The maps feature 
 magnification of between 12 miles 
 and 20 feet in many parts of the 
 United States, enables users to 
 see terrain contours, nearby 
 buildings and other points of 
 interest clearly. 


Nav4All to be shut down


Global navigation of Nav4All and 
 its tracking & tracing service is 
 being shut down, as the data 
 license agreement with Navteq 
 was not extended, and it is not 
 possible to implement data from 
 another supplier within a short 
 span of time. As the Nav4All 
 navigation system was developed 
 for Navteq data, Nav4All has 
 therefore been constrained to 
 stop. In the past five years, 
 Nav4All had developed into one of 
 the largest navigation suppliers 
 with 27.5 million users in 56 
 languages, and is compatible with 
 different mobile telephones.



Aditya-1 to be launched soon


Amity International school-Saket, winner of Future Cities India 2020 design competition.



Autodesk partners  with AGDA 2010


Following the success in 2008 
 as a sponsor of the 12th AGDA  
 speaker tour, Autodesk has 
 signed on as an AGDA Premium 
 Partner 2010. Commenting on 
 the sponsorship, Paul Hellyer, 
 Business Development 
 Manager of Autodesk said, 


“Turnout was excellent... and 
 our message got to around 
 500 graphic designers; I’ve 
 been impressed so far working 
 with AGDA.” 
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The satellite will help build 
 a model of what happens 
 during low activity on the 
 sun.



NIIT Tech bags  Intranet Prahari  project


IIT Technologies has 



N
bagged ‘Intranet 
 Prahari,’ a turn-key project 
 from the Border Security Force 
 (BSF). Valued at Rs 228 crore, 
 the project involves complete 

set-up of infrastructure, 
 network and applications to 
 facilitate operations 
 management, integrated 
 financial activities and human 
 resources management. It will 
 be implemented by next 
 financial year and NIIT will 
 provide support till five years.


The project will help the BSF 
 in improving efficiency of the 
 force, its equipment and 
 logistics. Apart from the 
 hardware, network and 
 infrastructure, NIIT will deploy 
 the GIS for tracking 


movements of force, 
 equipments and logistics.


The project will help the 
 BSF in improving 
 efficiency of the force, its 
 equipment and logistics



News



(8)eica introduced the Leica 



L
Builder Series Total 
 Stations, an easy-to-operate, 
 full-feature measuring tool 
 designed specifically for 
 construction contractors and 
 anyone on a construction site. 

From simple tasks to 
 professional all-day use, the 
 Leica Builder offers a scaled 
 product family of five different 
 models to meet the varying 
 needs of most construction 
 jobs. Contractors can choose 



Leica’s new Total Station


from the 100-, 200-, 300-, 400-, 
 or 500-Series models.


The Leica Builder Series 
 enables non-technical 
 construction professional to 
 easily perform dozens of daily 


construction-site tasks such as 
 positioning and layout. 


To facilitate data transfer, 
 some models feature a USB 
 port – an industry first – while 
 the 500 Series also has 
 Bluetooth functionality.


ollowing the recent launch 



F
of Oceansat 2, the NRSC 
 user interaction workshop 
 could not have happened at a 
 better time. Organised in the 
 plush and serene campus of 
 NRSC, the workshop gathered 
 user community from both the 
 industry and academia. 

Key dignitaries including 
 Dr V Jayaraman, Director, 
 NRSC; Dr S K Shivakumar, 
 Director, ISTRAC; 


Dr SSC Shenoy, Director, 
 INCOIS; Mr G Balachandran, 
 Addl. Secretary, DOS and 



NRSC user interaction workshop–2010 a success


Dr A S Kirankumar, Associate 
 Director, SAC were present at 
 the conference. Addressing 
 the congregation, 


Mr Jayaraman, in his welcome 
 address, discussed the key 
 responsibilities assigned by 
 the Government of India to 
 NRSC through NNRMS for 
 providing data for various 
 activities ranging from 
 infrastructure development to 
 tackling climate change.


Dr Shenoy discussed how data 
 from Oceansat 2 is helping 


fishermen in their day-to-day 
 activities. Data on wind and 
 ocean colour is being used in 
 weather forecast and tackling 
 climate change. Encouraging 
 the industry to use science for 
 betterment of mankind, 
 Dr Shenoy said, “Let us do 
 justice to spirit of science by 
 achieving excellence in remote 
 sensing services for betterment 
 of human society.” The 
 workshop was a success as the 
 user community came together 
 and voiced their opinion.



Autodesk 



software grants  for cleantech  companies


t the Clean-Tech Investors 



A
Summit, Autodesk 
 renewed its commitment to 
 help cleantech companies 
 with its software grants. 

The grants are made under 


Autodesk’s Clean Tech Partner 
 Program that helps clean 
 technology companies design 
 and manufacture more 
 sustainably. In addition to 
 supporting cleantech 
 companies in North America, 
 Autodesk will also be rolling 
 out versions of the program 
 worldwide to China and 
 Europe later this spring.


Commenting on the 
 development, Carl Bass, CEO 
 of Autodesk said, “With 
 Autodesk solutions, cleantech 
 companies can use digital 
 prototyping software to better 
 understand the things they are 
 going to build, allowing them 
 to get their products to 
 market faster, cheaper and 
 with less risk.”
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With Autodesk solutions 
 cleantech companies can 
 use digital prototyping 
 software to get their 
 products to market faster, 
 cheaper and with less risk.
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Autodesk’s Clean Tech Partner 
 Program that helps clean 
 technology companies design 
 and manufacture more 
 sustainably. In addition to 
 supporting cleantech 
 companies in North America, 
 Autodesk will also be rolling 
 out versions of the program 
 worldwide to China and 
 Europe later this spring.


Commenting on the 
 development, Carl Bass, CEO 
 of Autodesk said, “With 
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 companies can use digital 
 prototyping software to better 
 understand the things they are 
 going to build, allowing them 
 to get their products to 
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With Autodesk solutions 
 cleantech companies can 
 use digital prototyping 
 software to get their 
 products to market faster, 
 cheaper and with less risk.



News



(10)
Trimble acquires   Pondera Engineers


rimble has acquired the 



T
assets of Idaho-based 
 privately-held Pondera 
 Engineers LLC. The acquisition 
 is in line with Trimble's 
 strategic initiative to offer 
 productivity enhancing 
 solutions to the electric 
 utilities industry.

Doug Merrill, general manager 
 for Trimble’s Utilities Initiative 
 said, “Innovative technology is 


transforming the way utilities 
 are planned, managed, built 
 and maintained. Pondera 
 software solutions and design 
 services provide utility 
 customers the tools to save 
 time and cost during the 
 design cycle as well as develop 
 more accurate anad complete 
 infrastructure models, 
 improving decision making and 
 operational efficiencies. 


In addition, Trimble survey, 
 mapping & GIS and GeoSpatial 
 solutions provide data for TL-
 Pro analysis. The acquisition of 
 Pondera will enable Trimble to 
 provide additional capabilities 
 for creating infrastructure 
 models that leverage design 
 information across the complete 
 utility asset life cycle.”


ugro Survey Pty Ltd. in 



F
Perth and Hafmynd Ehf, 
 in a joint initiative with 
 Woodside Energy Ltd., have 
 successfully tested a Gavia 
 Autonomous Underwater 
 Vehicle (AUV) at a depth of 
 1,000 m. This significantly 
 surpasses the previous 
 achieved maximum 
 operational depth of 220 m. 

The Gavia AUV is relatively 



New version of Trimble® 4D released


apmyIndia has launched 



M
TrailBlazer, India’s first 
 GPS navigation system for 
 super-motorbikes. TrailBlazer 

proof navigator comes 
 with an FM transmitter 
 that broadcasts turn-by-
 turn voice directions to 
 FM radios within a 
 particular range. 
 On long road-trips, 
 MapmyIndia TrailBlazer 
 can navigate an entire 
 group of bikers with 
 timely and accurate 
 voice guidance. 
 TrailBlazer also comes 
 pre-loaded with many 
 popular travel 
 destinations and 
 highway routes. 
 On motorbike cruising 
 trips, the gadget also 
 doubles up as an audio-video 
 player on which favorite music 
 and videos can be uploaded 
 and played.



India’s first GPS navigator for superbikes


he brand name of Magellan Professional 



T
has been changed to Ashtech. 

Commenting on the name change, François 
 Erceau, vice-president and general manager 
 of Ashtech said, “We have enjoyed the power 
 of Ashtech in the professional GNSS market, 
 and I am sure the rebirth of the Ashtech name 
 is great news for all our customers and the 
 market in general. Ashtech brings a 
 remarkable legacy of technology, precision, 


and innovation, but the ‘new Ashtech’ is a 
 venture for the 21st century. We plan through 
 2010 a number of product launches and 
 initiatives providing new and compelling 
 Ashtech offerings to GNSS professionals. We 
 are thrilled and proud to be Ashtech again.”  
 To complement the name change, Ashtech 
 has introduced a new logo that sports a 
 trendy new look, bringing it firmly into the 
 21st century.


Avencia supports OSM


Avencia Incorporated has 
 extended ESRI’s ArcGIS Flex 
 API to support OpenStreetMap 
 (OSM) in its DecisionTreereg – 
 a geographic planning and 
 prioritisation software.  
 Commenting on the 
 development, Avencia CEO 
 Robert Cheetham said, 


“We are excited to be adding 
 support for OSM to the 
 DecisionTree product. I am a 
 big fan of the OpenStreetMap 
 project.”


Infotech acquires 
 Daxacon Engineering


US based Infotech Enterprises 
 America Inc. has acquired the 
 Illinois-based Daxcon 
 Engineering Inc. that offers 
 product design engineering 
 services to original equipment 
 manufacturers. Infotech also 
 inked a long-term agreement 
 with Hamilton Sundstrand 
 Corporation (HSC), a 
 subsidiary of United 
 Technologies Corporation, to 
 provide embedded software 
 and electronic engineering 
 design services by setting up a 


“Centre of Excellence (CoE)” 
 in Bangalore. 


High-beam antenna 
 for satellite phones


India is developing a high-
 beam antenna to support 
 satellite phone services. It is 
 being designed by ISRO and 
 will be mounted on the 
 spacecraft for dedicated 
 satphone services. According 
 to former ISRO chairman 
 G Madhavan Nair, “We are in 
 the process of building a high-
 beam antenna to be deployed 
 on board a satellite for 
 providing satellite phone 
 (satphone) services using 
 S-band transponder. We can 
 connect handheld devices 
 when it is launched in a 
 year or so.”


utodesk has extended its 



A
Project Cooper to 
 worldwide design enthusiasts. 

Project Cooper is a simple and 
 easy-to-use free 2D drawing 
 application intended for 
 landscape and interior 


designers, planners and 
 project managers, specialty 
 contractors and homeowners. 


It requires no training and 
 helps to quickly create 
 accurate drawings, layouts 
 and plans. Thousands of users 



Autodesk extends Project Cooper worldwide


in the US have already tried 
 Project Cooper to create 
 drawings that help clearly 
 present their ideas.


The preview of Project Cooper 
 features basic drawing tools 


with a fun and intuitive 
 interface, easy to use 
 in-product learning and a set 
 of drag-and-drop symbols 
 (doors, windows, and more) 
 to make it easier to draw on 
 the computer.


is loaded with maps of 620 
 cities and is the most accurate 
 guide for any biking trip 
 anywhere in India. This water-



Magellan® Professional renamed Ashtech® 



ISRO develops simulator for lunar terrain


small and portable with a 
 modular configuration that 
 enables the inclusion of 
 various payloads in addition 
 to the base vehicle 
 configuration, such as an 
 inertial navigation system, 
 geoswath bathymetric sonar 
 and additional battery 
 modules for endurance.


Commenting on the AUV, Ian 
 Hobbs, Geophysics Manager 


of Fugro Survey said, “This 
 particular model has been 
 optimised specifically for use 
 in the offshore survey 
 industry. It's been fitted with 
 an underwater camera, 
 sidescan sonar, multibeam 
 echosounder, highly accurate 
 INS, and navigation software 
 which enables the AUV to 
 automatically track a pipeline 
 on the seabed.”



Gavia Autonomous Underwater Vehicle tested


rimble has released a new 



T
version of Trimble® 4D 
 control software that 
 combines GNSS and optical 
 technologies for real-time 
 deformation monitoring 
 applications.

Commenting on the product 
 launch, Chris Gibson, vice 
 president for Trimble’s 


surveying division said, “With 
 heightened safety concerns 
 about ageing infrastructure, 
 deformation monitoring is a 


growing market. The new 
 software allows users to 
 leverage the optimal 
 combination of sensor 
 technologies to control, 
 manage and analyse 


deformation measurements for 
 a wide variety of engineering 
 projects and alert project staff 
 of potentially unsafe 
 conditions requiring action.”
 SRO is developing a simulator Lunar Terrain 



I
(SLT) in Bangalore that will make India the 
 third country with an exclusive ‘extrasurface’ 

test drive. According to Chandrayaan project 
 director M Annadurai, “This will be a terrain 
 testing facility. Our basic idea is to recreate the 
 moon’s surface on earth which helps us in 
 getting first-hand information on how a rover 
 works. The SLT will have features like lunar 


terrain and its gravitational force. This helps us 
 understand the problems encountered by 
 rovers on the moon’s surface.”  


If a rover encounters a problem on simulator, 
 its permiter and design can be adjusted so that 
 the same problem is not encountered in real 
 time. Once the simulator is ready, it will be 
 tested similar to how cars currently undergo in 
 factories.
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The new software 
 leverages the optimal 
 combination of sensor 
 technologies to manage 
 and analyse deformation 
 measurements
 The acquisition of Pondera 


will enable Trimble to 
 provide additional 
 capabilities for creating 
 infrastructure models 



News



(11)
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The new software 
 leverages the optimal 
 combination of sensor 
 technologies to manage 
 and analyse deformation 
 measurements
 The acquisition of Pondera 


will enable Trimble to 
 provide additional 
 capabilities for creating 
 infrastructure models 



News



(12)shtech® S.A.S. has 



A
released ProMark™ 500 
 V4.0 GNSS receiver for high-
 performance RTK surveying. 

Prime features of the product 
 include fast signal acquisition 
 and improved tracking 
 capability, auto dial for easy 
 connection to RTK networks 
 and automatic reconnect to 
 last mount point, USB key 
 plug and play product 
 configuration, RTC bridge to 
 relay GSM/GPRS RTK 
 network corrections to 



ERDAS TITAN Client  2010 launched


RDAS released ERDAS 



E
TITAN Client 2010, a free 
 downloadable 3D visualisation 
 client that includes the ERDAS 
 TITAN Viewer and the 
 Geospatial Instant Messenger 
 (GeoIM). It supports 
 visualisation of data and Web 
 services from a variety of 
 enterprise applications and 
 allows users to create sharable 
 data and content mashups in a 
 3D globe. The GeoIM enables 
 permission-based desktop 
 data publishing and 
 consumption.

The ERDAS TITAN Client 
 seamlessly connects to ERDAS 
 APOLLO, a geospatial 
 enterprise product equipped 
 to fully understand, 
 competently manage and 
 rapidly serve large volumes of 
 vector, raster and terrain data. 


ERDAS APOLLO implements 
 an out-of-the-box Service 
 Oriented Architecture (SOA) 
 that provides a publish, find 
 and bind workflow for any 
 data type.


uperGeo Technologies 



S
announced that SuperGIS 
 Desktop and SuperPad, its 
 powerful Desktop GIS and full-
 functional Mobile GIS 
 software, respectively, are 
 going to support the extension 
 for SuperGIS Image Server, its 
 enterprise server software.

SuperGIS Image Server, is 
 capable of managing images, 
 on-the-fly image processing, 
 and distributing large 
 quantities of images. It also 
 enables users to obtain the 


data within the search area 
 from the quantities of images 
 on the server side. 


The technologies of Image 
 Pyramid, image streaming, 
 and image compression 
 offered are able to transmit 
 quantities of images to the 
 client side in a short time; 



SuperGIS Desktop and SuperPad support SuperGIS Image Server extension



Fugro teams up  with ESRI


ugro EarthData and ESRI 



F
Canada have formed a 
 strategic partnership and 
 global distribution agreement 
 that enables Fugro EarthData 
 to market PurVIEW worldwide. 

PurVIEW is a powerful 
 stereoscopic image viewing 
 and feature extraction 
 extension for ESRI ArcGIS. 


In PurVIEW, ArcGIS Desktop is 
 transformed into a precise 
 stereo-viewing environment 
 that enables to superimpose 
 geodatabase feature objects 
 on terrain data to reveal 
 natural changes in data or 
 mapping errors and omissions. 


The extension simplifies the 
 process of extracting features 
 and reduces the cost of editing 
 data. It interacts directly with 
 the geodatabase, digital 
 elevation models and geo-
 referenced imagery data. 


By integrating stereoscopic 
 viewing in ArcGIS, users can 
 create a rich environment for 
 various GIS applications 
 including environmental 
 assessments, facility 
 management and earth 
 sciences.


Algorithm for GAGAN 
 receiver


Raytheon Company has 
 contracted with GMV to 
 develop a prototype algorithm 
 to mitigate ionospheric effects 
 on users of India’s GAGAN.  
 Ionospheric depletions in the 
 magnetic equatorial region 
 will be traced by the algorithm, 
 providing data that may be 
 used in GNSS receivers to 
 process signals from GAGAN.
 GMV’s prototype algorithm 
 will help detect depletions in 
 the equatorial region. This 
 algorithm will then be 
 incorporated into receivers to 
 help improve the safety 
 performance for GAGAN users. 


itney Bowes Business 



P
Insights (PBBI) has 
 joined the Business Software 
 Alliance (BSA) in India as a 
 member. John O’Hara, 
 Executive Vice President, 
 International Operations, 
 PBBI will represent the 
 company on BSA’s 
 Committee. The Indian 
 subcontinent is witnessing 
 rapid growth, while the 
 developed markets have 
 reportedly slowed down. 
 By joining the BSA, PBBI will 
 be in a better position to help 
 organisations optimise their 
 use of location intelligence, 
 data quality, data integration 

and customer communication 
 management solutions to 
 locate opportunities and 
 trends, connect these with 
 internal business operations 
 and communicate with 
 customers and citizens more 
 effectively. Commenting on 
 the deal John said, “We are 
 delighted to join the BSA 
 Committee in India and very 
 much look forward to working 
 alongside its member 
 companies as well as the 
 Indian government in helping 
 to promote the compliant 
 and legal use of software by 
 organisations in both the 
 public and private sectors.”



PBBI joins business software alliance



ProMark 500 V4.0 GNSS receiver released


multiple rovers, U-Link™ TRx 
 radio repeater support, 
 virtual antenna for improved 
 equipment integration within 
 a heterogeneous set of 
 surveying equipment, L2C 
 signal support,  20 Hz RTK 
 and data output option. New 
 software upgrades available 
 for the V4.0 release include 
 FAST Survey™ field software 
 upgrade and GNSS 


Solutions™ office software 
 upgrade that includes new 
 geoids and new utilities. 


SRI is providing software, 



E
technical support, GIS 
 data, and work force to 
 support the GIS community 
 and agencies responding to 
 the Haiti earthquake. In the 
 immediate aftermath of the 
 earthquake, GIS is being used 
 in identifying areas of 
 extreme damage, impact to 
 critical infrastructure, areas 
 suitable for food and water 

distribution, and more. It 
 gives officials critical 
 information used for making 
 all types of decisions.


Commenting on the 
 humanitarian support to 
 Haiti, Russ Johnson, director 
 of public safety solutions for 
 ESRI said, "Our job is to help 
 where we can empower our 
 users with better GIS support. 


As soon as we learned of the 
 terrible event in Haiti, we 
 activated our emergency 
 operational procedures to 
 assist emergency services, 
 humanitarian relief, health 
 professionals, NGOs and 
 others. These organisations 
 are working extremely hard to 
 make a difference. We’re 
 working to assist their 
 efforts.”



ESRI reaches out to Haiti victims



Motorola releases GPS navigators
 otorola launched two new satellite 


M
navigators – TN700 and TN500. They 
 use data from Google to update the internal 
 POI database, thus providing more location 
 based POIs to be downloaded from the Web 
 while on the move. Of the two models, TN500 
 is smaller and features a 4.3-inch widescreen. 
 It provides lane guidance and junction views 
 along with text to speech for reading out 
 street names. The TN700 has a 5.1inch 
 screen and some additional features such as 
 real-time traffic updates that stream to the 
 device in real time as well as 3D landmarks.

o streamline police, fire 



T
and emergency 
 management solutions 
 (EMS) response, the city of 
 Columbus has selected 
 Intergraph® public safety 
 emergency incident response 
 management solutions. 
 Intergraph’s full-integrated 
 computer-aided dispatch 
 (CAD) and mobile dispatch 
 technologies will be used by 
 emergency responders to 


Columbus City  selects Intergraph for EMS


share multi-agency 
 information. 


The solutions will enable the 
 City of Columbus 


Department of Public Safety 
 Communications Center, the 
 Columbus Division of Police, 
 Fire and EMS to share a 
 common operational picture; 
 make faster, more strategic 
 decisions; and distribute 
 information when responding 
 to incidents in the 212-


Autodesk’s new R&D 
 centre


Autodesk, Inc. has established 
 an R&D centre in Tel Aviv, to 
 enhance the development of 
 emerging technologies such as 
 web-based design and 
 collaboration software. With 
 the addition of Israel based 
 R&D facility, Autodesk now 
 operates development centres 
 in more than 14 countries 
 around the world.
 users no longer need to spend 


much time waiting for image 
 download. Moreover, users can 
 ask the server to transmit 
 different image processing 
 results of the specific images 
 based on their needs to save 
 the saving space and 
 computing resource of the 
 client side. 


SuperGIS Desktop and 
 SuperPad are going to provide 
 the extension of SuperGIS 
 Image Server. Users will be 
 able to employ the built-in 


SuperGIS Image Server 
 extension in SuperGIS Desktop 
 or SuperPad, to connect to 
 SuperGIS Image Server and 
 obtain the images within the 
 needed area. Users can also 
 require the server to process 
 the images and display the 
 processed and obtained 
 images on SuperGIS Desktop 
 or SuperPad. Therefore, users 
 can gain the images from the 
 server and conveniently 
 process the images online 
 anytime.
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SuperGIS Image Server is 
 capable of on-the-fly 
 image processing, 
 managing and distributing 
 large quantities of images.


In PurVIEW, ArcGIS 
 Desktop is transformed 
 into a precise stereo-


viewing environment


Haryana among 5 
 states selected for 
 SIS-DP project


Haryana and four other states 
 including Andhra Pradesh, 
 Assam, Kerala and West 
 Bengal have been selected for 
 the major remote sensing and 
 GIS application project 
 entitled ‘Space-based 
 Information Support for 
 Decentralised Planning’ 
 (SIS-DP) by ISRO. The project 
 includes thematic mapping of 
 the state on 1:10000 scale.
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